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was inceſſantly obſerved. And after fepul- 
ture, the year following, with all poſlible 
reſpect and. veneration. So that the death 
of the Father at this juncture, does not 
ſeem at all credible. | But admit he was, the 


time. that was ſpent i in the execution of thee 


f uneral Solemnities would have been dan nge- 


Tous, and one thing or other might a in- 
tervened to prevent his return. The moſt 
tender concern in this life ſhould weigh little - 


with a man when his eternal intereſt is at 


Hake. Would it be prudence in any one 

that labours under extremity of pain, and 
is 1 ever 1 ubject, to diſtempers — infir- 
mities, which be is ſure will haue no other 


period but in his death, to refuſe io ſybmit 


to an experiment that will infallibly give 
becauſe, lone Jt ſmart or 15 
uh attend it? Can it therefore 
= 7 to expect that this Jaung man 
thould. — have overlooked all this world's 
hi 


is little precarious. intereſt and 
belts in this is, when the Saviour of 


the world, he, that was the Way, [the 
Truth, and _ _ faid unto him, ll 


me? 
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me? Can it de em ec 

yea, rather e ome 
of the higheſt inſtances of clemeney. grow 
fo trifling an excuſe, to endeavour to. ret ir 
him ſtill in his ſervice, and preſs upon hin 
that divine and important com 
preaching the Kingdom of Gon? * Let the 
dead 12 their dead, that 3 is, tho that 
| * thou and f Meach > he Kingdom f Goa, 
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| perſon ho theſe ſi upernatu ral Ln How 
ever, it is Very evident that their Faith di, 
not operate ſo far as to e a them With- 
out any relüctance or excuſe to follow him. 
Indeed the firſt of them deſired that he 
might be conſtantiy with him; but upon 
CAST s affuring him, that neither his pre- 
ſent nor future condition- in this life would 
fatter his hopes, or anſwer his expeRtations, 
it is hi ghly p robable he was diſcouraged fro 
it. The fecorid pleads a fort of duty which - 
L pretended he then lay unden to his fa- 
ther, which he might eafffy have performed | 
afterwards, without making that the i impe- 
diment for his not accepting ſo gracious an 
invitation. The third ſald that he would 
very willingly attend him, but he muſt firſt 
go and take leave of his amily. "All which 
excuſes are rejected by our bleſſed Sapſour, and” 
condemned as utterly inconſiſtent with that 
temper and reſolution of mind which ſhould 
attend thoſe who have take en CHRIST" s yoke 
upon them; or, as it is expteſſed in the 
text, have ſet their a to the plough 


18 
and reſolve to perſevere to the end of their 
journey. I} And therefore, in the e 

* this Diſcourſe, I mali obſerve to you, 9 
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Such, 1 mall as rief] as Ican explain to 
you the meaning of that allufion of 
11 neee wan — 


Denn, Tihal roceed to ſhew Web 
ſiſtent it is, when we have this, to e 
back; or, as what is truly intended by 

this amitude; apoſtatize” from the 

Faith we have ſſed. No man 

having put his hand to ne plougn | 
and looking back, is fit fbr the kin king. 
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not, as the literal ſenſe of the words im- 
ports, be induced to think that Heaven, or 
an eternal Kingdom, is here meant, but 
only a temporal one: Though it muſt be 
confeſſed, that the one is productive of the 
other ; and if we do our endeavour to at- 
tain the one, the other Vb p 


The Kingdom of Con, which. we maſt 
here underſtand to be the Kingdom of the 
Goſpel. that is, thoſe ſeveral Virtues which 
it points out to our imitation, muſt-firſt be 
acquired, and carefully practiſed, before we 
can reaſonably expect to be admitted as 
members into his Kingdom Triumphant. 
We are indeed, properly enough ſpeaking, 
members of the Ken of Cops but it 
but to his Evangelical Kingdom. The firſt 
is a promiſſory reward, ſtipulated 1 —— cer- 
tain. conditions in the ſecond : without 
performance of which conditions, we can» 
no puliby h —— 
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words, may eaſily, be proved from that pak 
ſage in the conference between. ous Saviour 
and Nicademus,, where he tells him, * that 
* unleſs a man be born of water and of the 
© Spirit, be cannot enter into the Kingdom 
„of Gon.“ Where it is very plain that he 
ſpeaks this with reference to his Evangelical 
Kingdom. The two principal Branches of 
Chriſtianity are couched under thoſe two 
words, the Water. and the Spirit. Water- 
Baptiſm ! is figured, out unto, us as an initia- 
tion into his Covenant z and by the Spitit, 
bow they aught to live who are become thus 
a made eee 


YE 


Fora farther 3 1 p 
it will be requiſite-to mention the Farable of 
the Houſhglder, ta which our Saviour likens 


the Kingdom of Heaven, * the Kingdom g 


„Heaven, ſays be, is likened: to a man that 


- ba hed ju kiy Sal, but while men 
* ſlept, . his enemy, came and ſowed. tres 
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It would be highly abſurd in us to aaa] that 


Heaven, the ſeat of the Armicuty' would 
admit of an enemy or a rival; that the 
members of that glorious Kin igdom, who 
are ever employed in repeating their Hal- 
lelujahs and Songs of Praiſe to the Lamb, 
and to him that ſitteth on the throne, ſleep 
away their time, or indulge themſelves in 


any one evil that ſhould cauſe an alteration. 
in thoſe undefiled regions, and occafion a 


mixture of good and bad ſpirits ; all which 
is evidently implied in this Parable : 'So tha 


we muſt underſtand by the word Houſholder, 
the Son of Man, who came upon the ea 


to bring glad tidings, and to ſow good ſeed 
in the world. Which when he had effected, 


he left mankind to work out their own Sal- 


vation, to fight againſt" the wiles of their 
grand Adverſary the Devil, who is continu 
ally ſowing his tares among the wheat, and 
traverſing up and en . anne whom n hs 
2 . "Way. devour.” | 00 9 | 


Thus in almoſt 41 the' dane repre- 
Bates of our Saviour, where the Kin g 
dom of Heaven is mentioned, is intended 
35 the future ſtate and ſucceſs of the Goſpel. 
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be introduced &Religion/the m rs 
to our mature; and perfeftive of oor beſt* 
faculries:y hein, (likewiſe, we are uured- 
of a Happmieſs upon! the performahes. of 


the condifions/ upon which: is is promiſed; 
large as our willi and laſting'as du fouls; 
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Scriptore, ſo thatiwe caimot have recourſe do 
that: ſor its expliration Tb enn ob 
however, is ſo obvius;1 that it can | 
be miſapphed, if we obſerve only upon what" 
| occaſion ttis-ntroduced: ©: We have ralveady,” 
in therforegoing particular;cobſerved to you! 
God,“ and, if we bear thatiiin mind, 
the: eaning of this hther expreſſton of 
ans 4 putting bis: hand: tu hee nbugh 
wild evidently appeal 0 be this 2 That aftet 
he hath made Himſdh.acquainted. with del 
Goſpel Covenant, and hath been ſo far 
- wrought upon by the conviction of this Ræa- 
ſon and Conſeience to give his aſſent ta the 
Doctriaes of Chriſtianity, he voluntarily vi- 
fers himſelf ta be ſolemnly. admitted into 
1 that Profeſſion; - withia mind ſujtable tei ſuch 
ing, and a hearty:reſalution to 
a Ave in conformity to thoſe ſacred and im 
portant obligations he hath put himſelf un- 
der. Thus much muſt neceſſarily be pre- 
 ſappoled in the caſe of adult,' perſons. that 
offer themſelves to the Church to DAptl; 
which is the caſe parallel to that in the Te: 
Wihaven the ns b (OA: e.excuſc 
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alfert that d cönfthnt ae under ter 
of Obedience, and ſuch ad admit not ＋ 
the leaſt interruption of Sin, is the only and 
indiſpenſable ehm of or ſalvation ; 
No; For it is very pallible that a man may 
err from lia day am afterwards; by-the 
Grace of Gon -recover himſchf, and y | 
to it again. Some particular parts of hit 
life may be ſhadowed by ie anti ainiſ- 
ſions, which his future Faith, 
with work of Piety and Goodnaſa, may 
make amends and atone for. But till, while 
he is in this-yadpandy ;! While hes under the 
dominiom cf Sin, format} Reident or other 
may inter yene, and prevent all poſſibility of 
a reo And therefore dur bleſſed h̊ᷣa 
viour, tou bgaigiſt a Helapſe.of "this Ha» 
ture, by the anſwer in the Text admgnilhes 
all thoſe that deſire to take his yoke upon 
them, 40 auamine;. themſalves very ſtriłtiy 
how: their [affections ſtand as to this worlds = 
chat hf e ce 40:pit their, hands ito 
the plonghe:they- ,νẽỹ]Mme very intent on, the 
ock tbexare engagediiny and ng ſuffer me 
„ I «fairgof this to-call them af, or binder 
Fr) them im heit xeligiaus purſwits. For no 
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 plough, and. looking back, is-fie} for th 
2 ee Gon. 5 435 Se Th 
114; Y ito 5 14 4 ftic 0 Tr! Are 
1 en! one n think Here 
icular -occafion for this admonijtion 
now. The nature of the Goſpel Covenam 
being - fach, that to thoſe ' who-are/initiatsd 
into (i by Baptiſm, and made acquainted 
with» the: terms and conditions of it, there 
are ſo many intimations interſperſedthroughs 
out it, of Ae . dedication of our whole 
heart and foul to Gon, and of an abſolut 
ſurrender of our wills and affections to hi 
This being almoſt the only e 
condition by which that glorious Fromiſe of 
* an eternal Inheritance with the Saints in 
nighe “ can 1 de bekenne r ob⸗ 
tained: 139, tis rk ve 2 
gi de ee offs; 255 240 Hoch th 
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Without doubt, ikaeigaias was prin- 
cipally intended for thoſe O had entertain- 
ed an opinion, that when the Meſſiah came 
he would appear in a ſplendid manner, and 
eſtabliſh his Kingdom by an univerſal-con- 
queſt. It is too evident that this was th 
caſe of one of the perſons whU öfferet to 
e himſelf in his * And therefore, 
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Kasten n he was ſo far 
from being. what rs — 
that he even w 
25 life and that Wa d ee e and. 
cue e were ſoſ very mean, that he 
had not Shgrewith, to purchaſe (hat Pro- 
videncs h provided ide the bru- 
tal part af the Creation) is proper retreat and 
habjtatign 3 ( The foxes have holes and the 
1 birds gf the air have neſta but the Son of: 
mam hath, not where gto lay his bead.“ 
This, L a might be the ante: = 
tion of gur bleſſed Saviour by: this: anſwer; 
But it maꝝ ſerve nend ee Y CT 
nition to all Chriſtians. ſeparably:at- 
tached.. they. ought; — to the-Rules: wy 
Precepts) of the. Chriſtian Inſtitution n 
how Garen 8 (Thing ot kene 


vere in, ne thoſe-molt- formidable 
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35 the 7 5 and indeed bf mbft 0 
the preceding 4 more of leſs; — Gente 
to convince us how very applicable this ad-" 
vice in r 
Chriſtians] Few I belkeve, if ay, there 

are, who can; trilly aſſert; fince they hive 
been able 10 difingiiſti beter Good und 


Baptiſmal / Vor, either 46 wo their having 
ſhunned the Vices and Tem) n 
World, or invariably. 


all the Articles of —— | 


cobditions'of this igreatiCovenant'ef Grade, 
and ſuſpend the performance of er 54 
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| e for thoſe-whawereonce:inlightened, 
and have taſted. the heavenly: gift, and 
* were made partakers of the holy Ghoſt, 
 *, and: haue taſted the. good word: of Gon; 
aud the powers of the world to cm8, f 
*, they, Jhall. fall away, to renew: them again 
* UNtp Xepentance.F x Amine, hears 
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due reflection on ſuturity, a trum repentance, 


or a Remorſe ſor their paſt ahominations. 
The nature of sin being ſuch. chat when, a 
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der the common accidents of life, but it teach- 
es us to conduct ourſelves under the chaſ- 
tiſement of Heaven, and to do and ſuffer 
all things without murmurings and diſ- 
putings. Upon which account I ſhall pro- 
ceed to make uſe of ſome motives which 
may excite us not only to obſerve an'exat 
conformity to the doctrine in the Text,” but 
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lieh and though: his; Jeg hath not, fallen he 
him in ſo fin a ground authas of hisneigh»i 
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plain and murmur, ſa it would de highly 
criminal in the other to vauni or bi ret 

felf apos uch a diſparity.» 70117 oft 
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as: conditian, And realy con- 


fer thoſe, who. are, unable to provide ſoꝝ or 
ſubſiſt themſelves, I can hardly think an 
ſtate of life ſo mean but what a good Chriſ- 
tian may fabmit to, and be contented: yeith. 
His on induſtry will: ſapply him ii the: 
-«@nyeniences, for: the. ſuppont ef 


baur, yo he hat no — — 
eaſy at his diſropo nian; it is tha hand of: 
Prohidenoeithas males dh difference; and 
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Indeed one great can fromwhicha prone; 
cipal ſhare of this uneaſineſs and diſcontent 
ariſes, from a matokey eganion — ny 
and Thins: We are apt two 
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x this extravagance; and hat muſt be thy 

conſequenes of ſuth a procedure with veſpec᷑t 
to himſelf i chere cannpt de the leaſt room 
for their Envy or Diſconterit, ©: Theſe ar 
circumſtafices that too often attend the Rich 
and Wealthy, and may ſerve to conviriee 
us, that there is not any thing ſo very allur- 
ing even in che beſt. qualified Eſtate in- this 
life, as $0-make eee : 
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+ But-i Gcondly;:\ + Another treaſon; uhy we 
ſhould be eaſy and- ſatisfied with our; preſent 
condition, is. that the things of this life are 
na farther ſerviceable to us than during our 
abode here; which is ſo {mall a portion 0 
time, that one would think (oonſidering what 
an important Intereſt we all of us have in 


another world) there could: not be anFiroom 


= ” 


for murmuring and Lin this: 
For who, that ſawiwith the eye of Faith; 
tbat was intent upon the race: ſet i befort 
him, would not rather flight than pertake 
of the common Intlulgences of Fleſh and 


Berna, nt bad ſet his. Aaken 


We derth 2; — — — 


Slaſs ovus juſt ſpent;-that he was now en N 


*, tering into the joy of his Lozn/ could 


be dazpled with the pomp of earthly Gran · 


deur, when the; one Was of ſo 


and periſhing a nature, the other id exqui- 
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| preſent allotment, is, becauſe after all our 
9 N io | uneaſineſs | 


uncaſineſ * Ir 
eee 


ſatisfied when he in aogerabe: IT 
tection of Heaven, e 


—— ane ae 
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much — incurabie 
with the conſtitution, — 


tably united to it. Neither the Bleſſings nor 
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uf  '% ; | 


5 e eee e is nei 

* Eeire Ances 
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2 expectations. There is no room for | 
* Grace to interpoſe; he lives his own: Tor- 
mentor. in this life, and for ever exeludes 
ir himſelf from Happineſs in the next. 
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$15 16*# bontent With ſuch things a8 e 
K hab, “ is, that this is to be one of the im. 
ance of but obettiente whith is to E ad 
prepare us for 4 Better Life. h brats! Mt 
e 4.2L AB, ban ee 10 181 
0d dh buffnetz in this world otight't6 
de e ccc 4 46 ttt, In very action uiid 
| -we thattd have fegeftd to dit 
he wide differente tete 
ts, bort Mitheir rare and duration; bel 
| e Happineſb of Heavetr and the Joys 
er PAN; feed estätb us ds fis Checenes 
Au te meftnelp of te time for the per. 
terug chöſe- csmntions, whereby. "this 
Happineſs is to be obtained, / ſhould induet 
us ta let bs 6þpottanity ef the 
will of our 4 F Father; 2! oh dem, 


nit Tim 18 bas ion sin dion” 
29! Ver ars here as ſd many Agents under 


Go; und it is expected by Him, tliat wt 
ſnould ſerve him to the beſt of vur capacity 


the neglect or breach of Kis Precepts. Our 
not having received” the gw tBings of "this 
Tife; will be no ſuffteient claim'to the Happ 
mb of the next, windet we have perfor. 
| go 


Oe” 
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NN. poſitive Duty, unned 
te commiſſion. of what we are forhidden, 
60 that throughout; the whale of gur con- 
duct in this life, we cannot he 00 y 
and circumſpect with regard to our religious 
Duties. One neglect or tranſgreſſion may 
undo us, and caſt a veib over all our r 
good actions, and-reatler them ãneſſactual. 
In this caſe * all our righteouſnęſo that we 
u have done ſhall not he mentioned a in the 
1 fin that we have ſinned we hall. | 
„ leid ads 30 m 01 -23vifin al 1 
But what ſhould make us more particular- | 

ly careful in our endeayoursaticr this peace- 
able and contented. temper, is the great in- 
fluence it will haye upon ail our other heha- 
viour. A man who hath , learned in hat- 
ſoever ſtate he is, thereyith to be content,“ 
will have too great a regard for: his own 
quiet for any mean warldiy revolution to 
diſcompoſe him. ws he is in a world Gy 


where Offences muſt come, and is ſufficient- 

ly inſtructed how to nere what may, hap- 
pen to him from the behaviour of his fei- | 
 low-ereatuines, and. ito\yproyent.them. by. bs 
own demeanor.” He is .afſuret that the ill 
— ö meets with here, 
nn 3 43 "me 
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are p as trials of his patience, 147 
chat ring will turn to his account in that 
great Day, when * wiſdom ſhall orga 
* _ her cr | 


1 
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4 W qualified. to 4 i 
common e of life, ſo he is able to 
diſcover the finger of Gop in the ſevereſt Diſ. 
penſations, and to preſerve a conſcience void 
of offence in the worſt and moſt painful 
circumſtances. By this gracious influence 
he at laſt arrives to one of the higheſt at- 
tainments in Chriſtianity, that is, * to walk 
„ by Faith, and not by Sight,” to bear up 
againſt the ſhocks of adverſity, and to ſuffer 
the moſt formidable evils, through the aſfiſt· 
ance of Him who is inviſible. 80 certain 
and beyond all diſpute is that obſervation gare, 
the Apoſtle, that * the trial of 6ur Faith 
= worketh Patience; and eren 1 
" "zones 4. nu TORI, rr . 


8 uh, a method that leads with 
enjoyment of a contented mind, is a due 
reflection on the relation we ſtand in to- 
wards our Maker. He who ervated us'is 
beſt acquainted with nen our 

nature; 
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nature; and, we may be affared,;bavpro-: 
vided for them accordingly. As he has been 
pleaſed to dignify Man with ſuperior facul- 
ties, and to put all things i in this lower world. 
under him, ſo it is very reaſonable: to infer» 
his more than ordinary care and providence 
over him. And indeed nothing can deprive 
us of this tender concern, or render us un- 
worthy of future benefits, but our abuſe of 
them. It i is moſt certain Gop intended, by 
this gracious proviſion, to qualify. us for 
greater Joys; and, provided we employ our 
reſpective talents as we ought, he will not 
be wanting to g us erer a 5 


7 
q 


And therefore it is a moan "reflection. ns 


one would imagine, unworthy the dignity 


of a reaſonable creature, to think hardly of 


Providence for permitting ſo partial a * 
bution of the good things of this life. / 


if an all-ſuffcient Being, who ſtands in 2 | 
of nothing to complete his Happineſs, was 
unaccountably fond of the perſons of ſome 
men more than of others; or that Proſpe- : 
rity in this Bfe was a certain mark and token 
of Election. in. the next. Whereas, in fact. 
the tal 12 e 
| 4 a, not 
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not intitle àa man to the favour of Gong 
any mort than Want: and Poverty. e 
” 'that doth the will of my Father which-is 
in Heaven,“ be his externaly What they 
en *' ſhall n n Wen Kingdom of 
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made to this rule. Thus the rich man, if 
by a charitable uſe of his Wealth, | he hath 
laid up a good foundation againſt the time 
to come, may lay hold of eternal life 
So likewife the poor man, if he has borne. 
the hard cireumſtances of bis Condition itt 
this life with content and true reſignation 
of foul, ſhallbe itititled to that Happineſs pro- 


miſed in the Goſpel, * yours abr: FD m 


* of Heavens” 

As to the reaſon of this adi diſteibys 
Bon; it well be ſuffidlent to anſwer, that it 
is the will and pleaſure of the ſupreme Bes 
ing; and we may be ſatisfied that he per- 
mits it for very wiſe ends and purpoſes. * If 
we could perſuade ourſelves that the viciſſi- 
tudes and revolutions of human affairs were 
the offefts' ch and Fortune only 
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events on earth are at God's peter that 
he makterh poor, atid maketh rith'; ani that 
it is dut Gf the power of man to ſtay his 
nth fon! EI Gilt 


ent the exec 
we ſhould” quietly! Tubmit' to our reſpeckio 
allotments; and be perſuaded, hat as 
the origin of all Power and Wiſdon 
diſpenſations are "moſt e 0 


dur feveral cap _ and N d 
there can be do din 7 alteration 4 
amendment. 105 A 1 al | 1 ; 


Again; ; Heber motive iy we ould 
be ſatisfied with bur preſent allotment," is, 
rary behaviour js a direct breach 

of a law of Gob, and includes 1 in it the 
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Gov. Which ſevere declaration, | one would 
imagine, ſhould not be unattended. with its 
due force and prevalence upon human incli- 
nations. But we find it otherwiſe: thaſe 
who have purſued the ways of gain, and 
have employed their timę and thoughts up- 
on worldly acquiſitions, have no leiſure to 
examine their conduct by the Divine Pre- 
ſcription, or to reflect, that while they are 
advancing in this preſent ſtate they are loſing 
ground in a future. They do not conſideg 
that a preſent temporal advantage, when 
purchaſed by the violation of a Divine Law, 
proves a real incumbrance to the poſſeſſor, 
And when he comes to reflect on the time 
he hath ſpent, the pains he bath been at, 
the ways and means he hath uſed, toge 
with the application of the fruits of this 
unrighteouſneſs, inſtead of affording him 
any real ſatisfaction, they will ſerve only to 
revive the remembrance of his paſt i iniquity, 
and prove a ſore We too 1. . hin 
to bear. 
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There! is not perhaps 0 one fin to which 
human. nature is addicted, that is b 
* 14 Hino characters, and hah 


dach viſible marks of folly attending'it, a 
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that of the covetous perſon. The Pſalmiſt 
introduces him as an object of Gon s utmoſt 
hatred and deteſtation, and makes it an ad- 
ditional degree of guilk in thoſe who! perſe- 
cuted the Poor, bevauſe they Pane . 
” of the covetous whom Gop abhorre 1 
James likewiſe hath fully aſſured us, — 
this paſſion after worldly acquiſitions is in- 
conſiſtent with the — friendſhip of 
Gop : *- Beloved,” ſays he, if any man love 
« the world, the love of the Father is not 
« jn him.” And indeed it is, properly ſpeak- 
ing, that hardneſs of bart ſo often mentioned 
in Scripture that will not admit of any other 
impreflion but that of worldly intereſt;” And 
it is pretty evident, that this was likewiſe the 
parent of that vile which reigned | 
in the Phariſees ; © wh dad no regard to chat 
part of Religion which conſiſted in % 
good to others, as 8 W ee | 
do to _— 
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one's; 


But to repreſent l ee W 
this miſchievous and inordinate love of the 
world, we need only conſult what the Scrip- 


tures inform us of in the charafter of pad, 
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iy he did not ſeruple 
in the world, though he had juſt pefan 


candidly repreſented to him the great danger 
of ſuch a proceeding. And when che had 


treachery and perfidiouſneſa haqt laſt egged 
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be guilty of Theft ;; and ſo ſnameful a one 
too as to ſteal from the Poor. 4 bew. 
likewiſe of Hypoeriſy;, hy pretending to we 
ſent the waſte that was made of tho coſti 
ointment: under the extraordinary appear 


Poor „This ointment, fays he, might hae 
been ſold for much, and given to the 


by the great Diſcerner of Hearts, of h 
real defign in ſpeaking this: This he ſaid, 
not that he cared for the Poor, but be- 
#.cauſe.he was a Thief, and had the Bag 
” and, bare what was put therein. But this 
great, that it made him a Traitor; for this 
to betray the beſt Meſter 


done this, the Devil took ſuch full poſſeſſion 
of him, that upon a ſelf- conviction of his 


him on to * his villanies by 
en deſtruction. ne Un DE 9 
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Nothing more mettd be idded1d'\torivince 
us of tho prrnickoce andi fatal kiwete of this 
Vice, and hom difficult it is pro- 
greſs of i Whert it is one ind ug And 
therefore it highly eoflterns us to he earefdl 
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he be uneafy, or ſuſpeud his happinefs, when 

de is in a condition of life that ig capable | 

ſupplying him 2 * conven- 
ences? 


ble a diſſa 


 apprehenſian, of not haying made a provi 
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ences? Whenee, I fay, ſhould ſo unaccoont- 
faction ariſe? It is plain he ei- 
ther Gallen nat that iti indus ard poop 


— Yom angry" 
haviour of the covetous perſon. 3. U 


ſion for life, or a fear of being reduced to 
2 — 5 — 


* 
uence m in the 
diſpoſal of what he is poſſeſſed af. To 
ſo natural a conſequence of worldly lict- 
tude and Anxiety, that even the moſt pro- 
ſperous and fortunate in this reſpect nl 
be ſo far from being objects of our Enyy 
and Diſcontent, that they ſhauld. really fill 
us with Pi uy and Compaſſion. | 174: n! 700, 
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- lives,ough io de taken up in cb: 
ortingathd aſiting.cach; other, and in ren- 
dering 400ur-Makerj a -reaſonable Service: 
and that without the due performance of 
both theſe, we thall not enter into life Eter - 

; be the caſe of the 
been we are non ſpeaking 102 E men of 
beneficent y claim the eſteem 
and venerntzemdof their Brethren, that of 
the covetous perſon muſt as naturally pro» 
cure their abhorrente and dilreſpeRtiz-if.; the 
good man, by * diſperſing abroad and giving 
to the poor,” ad a gaod foundation 
againſt the time to come the coyetous man, 
in e laying up træaſures on 

without heir proper ule 

* ente forfeica; that Huppineſp 
ante acer derte the een en | 
would have recommended him; . 


ſery irretrievable ike _ event'of a bs 5 
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verified” in pragtick. , E toe en happens, 
that the deve of the world," ben it has 


de ever ſo ſuceeſsful in its pr 
obſerved to be confined within any bound 


and be ſatisfied. 36} hav i vleigenintoni ya! 


| moſt remarkable inſtänces of Folly which 
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once taken poſſeſſion, excludes alt diſpoſi- 
tions tõ Piety and Virtue; and thongh n 
is teldom 


or / ſatisfied With the greateſt àcquiſitibim. 


But where is the wiſdom of all this induſtry, 
folicitade:?- Could not Aa mam in plentiſul 


by all thi 


or ry have taſted the ſame 'Happ|- 
3, which he propoſed” to enjoy upon 2 


: are -increaſe' of His ſubſtaute 7. Uf ch 
Were not to be admitted, this; beftu vidur 
would argue a good ſhare of 'Praderite'ahd 


Frugalty. Bat the truth is; our Natwee'h 
ſo cafily'ſufficed,” and our Senſes My 5 fe 
reaſonably grutiſied, "that this can he, bba 
juſt pretence for à man t6 whoth” GOR he 
given Wealth and Nielſes not. to e there? 


bie 
This, as Solomon ee one of the 


could poſſibly attend human nature and 
carries' with it ſuch a mixture of I 
as may juſtly be reckoned amongſt the great- 
oy: Impietiess But 


F 


ALLIES LETT 


"SCE ESr 


A 


are ſo violently ſet upon the things of | this 


ways happen, that thoſe-whoſe inclinations | 
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world, are yet ſo happy as to meet with ſuit- 


able ſucceſs. ': The Miſer may be, and bſten 
o and wehen he 


an {Sha nls 


the Whole. And when chis is the caſe, when 
all their projects to ſerure an 


Paru- 
diſe prove abortive, and all their hopes of 
ſucceſs end in diſappointitent; here cun 
ſuch perſons apply for Eaſe and Satisfaction? 
For, beſides the ſmart of -outwatd eis 


which are ſufficient to ſink. them into the 


depth of deſpair, the ſecret ſtings from with- 
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having neglected their Duty, and 


can neither in their preſent conditlon'expett 


any comfort from the gud rhings, as they ars 


called, of this life, which are now fled from 
. e mem 


the deſign of their creation, "muſt give them | 
the greateſt unvaſineſs and diſquiet. They | 
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the immoderate love and cares af the World; 


af Heaven. And however unable vn may. 


 they-are intended for our good and pine 
vided we make that uſe of them for whigh. 
they were permitted, they will never fail u 
adminiſter ſomething, at the ſame time tha 
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— So chat wr have nothing w de 


farcher ſolicitoug, would be an argument of . 
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them like a dream, nor, without: the inter- 


fition of Gad's! ſpecial: Grace, doch dere 
fat Marex in'n ramus 1 17 64 800 
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The way themfore.o be 8 
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ſad effects of accidental evil, and to ſhum 


is to be convinced in our minds, that whats. 


ener is permitted to liappen in this life, muſt 
be the certain feſult. of the will and direction 


be to judge of the: diſpenſations of Cpt 
the ſors of men, we muſt olyays. admit 


they afflict the Body, to heal and compa 


splex ourſclyes with human affairs, but, 
—— having been induſtrious in our calling 
to diſpoſe our temporal concerns in the beſt 
manner we are gble, ang. to leave the iſſus 
and event wholly. to. Providence. To be 
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| that 1 we did not care to truſt Providence with 


events, though at the ſame time, it is out of 
our power to prevetit its determination. 5 
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This behaviour will likewiſe inſtruct us to 
oaks a proper uſe of the Good Things of 
this life ; and not to meaſure our Happinek 
from the largeneſs of our poſſeſſions, but only 
as we are fitted and prepared for a better life. 
If we have been ſo bold and daring, as to 
allot too great a ſhare of our life towards 
amaſſing earthly treaſure, this will excite us 
to be more active and diligent in * laying up 
* for ourſelves a treaſure in Heaven; and 
ſpending the remainder of our days in works 


of charity and goodneſs. If, inſtead of the 


good, we have received the evi/ things of this 


life, this will inſpire us with grace and courage 
to behave agreeably to the deſign for which 
they were dealt to us, and fill us with the de- 
lightful aſſurance of a future Retribution. 
1 „ hare E 
In a word; by habituating ourſelves to this 
diſcipline, we ſhall ſoon be filled with the 
Fruits of Righeoulncs, and learn, with the 
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« fulfil tham," "foe find — 
lieſt when he had fulfilled all 
Righteouſneſs, | that is, after he had con- 
formed to the legal oeconomy, and been 

tized with" the baptiſm of Jau, of intro: Wo 


which was to direct men to that 
which the world till then had been unac- 
quainted with ; to which neither Gentile 3 


Philoſophy could attain, nor even the great 
Expounders 
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the _ of his doctrine in that er 
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Doctrine, he admoniſhes all thoſe who bring 
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offence, and endeavour to hurt no dn in 


his Perſons: Fortune, or Reputation, For 


that theſe Injurios, though they were af n 
inferior 


at end uhat the Law of A 
might not take cogniſance of, would now 
be attendal with as fatal; a conſsquener, if 
bot repeiited of; as abe ban 4 the Inver 
of Wankel: "iq ou: At . ; 
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| Nay, .h6\gorn-even. . Arid 
injoins a more perfe& accompliſhment of 
this Duty, by not only obliging us to @lſtzin 
from all injurious treatment, but hkewiſe 
by commünding us to put in execution all 
the good vffieas o Humanity and Chriftion 
Charity. And, the better to enforce; this 


their giſts to che altar, (by which Dr Han- 
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of if ihey bare any malice or hatred in their 
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Ache offended party, and then come and 
„offer their gift This Kind of behaviouy 
he proves · to be not only a religious Duty; 
but a prudemtial Part of out: c6nduft with 
9 — in common life Lund ben 


effects of a contrary practice : Saying, A. 
„ giee wick thuine adverſary quickly, HI 
ou! urt in che way with him; leſt chin 
ad verſary deliver thee to theiJudge,and 
„nne Judge deliver thee to the Officer. and 
* thou be caſt into priſon. I ay untothes, 
» Thou ſhalt by no means come out thence, 
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Thus he obſerves to us the great impoft 
of a pedceable diſpoſition, even in ſeculat 
life ; and plainly” intimates the abſolute nut 
ceſſity of it in the of our reli · 
gious Duties: that other wiſe all our othet 
good Works will be umacceptable to Gov | 
and we ſhall 80 1 not e e 
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will reamtuendd our good efficts in this par- 
ticular, i bd{influence rachars; ſo as to: math 
tem effect. For without this previous 
regard! ta ounſelves, without having un 
ea 
work in dunelves, 8 — 
Solicitome with others ;. withous haning firſt 
acquaintdd gueſelves with the fruits a ther 
Spirit which workah di: Love, * X 
want tha divine Energy which. muſt give 
life and vigour: to au en,¹vᷓ, and: Aal 
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D Wilk es he expefied that I Niu an 
merateallthe qualifications, ar give a diſtinift 
account: of every method; hereby this Du- | 
ty is ta be diſcharged. | However, hall se- 
mark ſome af them, which will nat only 
inſtruct us ĩn the proper exerciſe of this Du- 
— 1 will be df en- 
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The certain; and inevitable'con- 
 Khuence of which, where negleeds is Striſe 
aud Oontention gan where theſe” are, d | 
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alÞimjucioos-t 1 
febual method to put a. ſtop to the Milice 
ind Hl- will of others. When men of 
9 once come tobe dilpy- 
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will — os th, 
generally fpeaking,'!perſons —— 
mind uſually juſtify their Spite und Ani+ 
moſity. For ill turns are as often done by 
way of :requital, as upon any other reaſbns 
And therefore to give no occe 
ſion of ioffence by à return of injuriou 
treatment, to be * harmleſs; and behave ws 
the Sons of Gos in che midſt of a crook- 
ed: and perverſe generation j*:as:this mult 
neceſſarily prevent, and take off a reat can) 
ill offices, to Which a contraryr behuwibur 
muſt be expaſed, ſo likewiſe muſt ãt natũ 
procure many Friends. N 
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the Duty in the Text. with. reſpect. ta or. 
2 1s forgiving. of Injuries, : fax/as- 

do good. againſt or in return for: evili #1; 'Fhis 
indeed is one of the greateſt ornaments. ind 
perfections of a Chriſtian; and the pri 
pal mark and diftinQtion. of the;Go 
venant, to what was ever before. 1 
the world. And I am very ſenſible it-will 
be ohjected to as a hard ſaying. and what 
. too hatſniy upon fleſh. and ham 
= bat it is not oniy exceeding difficult to hc 

[| ſubmitted to, but that it is in 

| the nature. of the thing itſelf. But all thek 
muſt be ſilenced, when e rf 
1 that our bleſſed Saviour himſelf conformal 
1 pal, and laid. down his life.to-eſtabliſts; the 
obſervance of it. And therefare hiswelig- 
quiſhing Heaven and aſſurning our matum 
under all its diſadvantages ; de ¹ d 
ing to ſolicit our pardon for us when N 
nat in the leaſt deſerve it ha aptorpaling 
F ® between the anger af his Father and ous ink 
| quity ;—his ſaving us that wert loſt, en 
11 ve could not fave ourſelves; ſhould be moſt 
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he grounds upon this ib dhe ſame wich the 
which I am now upon; / therefore, ſays be 
- munen be meddled 
deeply engaged — it comes totes 
complete quarrel ; becauſe then, it will be 
much more difficult to compoſe, or put u 
end to it, huſh. was at: —— 
an - 5 


Theſe are ſome of emmy aims 
of preſerving and ſecuring Peace with reſpet 
to ourſelves, | And when we are thus pt 
pared, when we know howto deal with tie 
Injuries of men, and defend ourſelves fromf 
the common attacks of the world, we ſhal 

be the better qualified to adviſe others.; Bu 
as there are various ways of putting this it 
execution, ſo we ſhall meet with an infinit 
variety of tempers, which will require ou 
utmoſt prudence and foreſight that __—_ 
: ao fot, ee. in the 
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obſerved! before. that dere is ** e 
riety of tempers and .compleQions in the 


world, which, may make this: employment | 


re. difſici (3 ſo there rr lilewiſz = 
ticular methode whereby all che difficulties. 
which ariſe from thence may be ſurmoꝝnted. 
An honeſt; heart and a prudent; heady wi 
generally be an overmateh for the greateſt 
obſtacles; and the work of Peace: and Re- 


conciliation, homevet oppoſed tet 


will in the end have their ſalutary effect.. 
5 vr! OJ Mut 2£ Aan #4 5 421; 20 62 
The firſt and moſt obvious method wich 
is neceſſary to this end, is a proper know- 
ledge of the; perſons; between hom in- 
terpoſe. They that have made themialurs 
maſters of ibis, know, how 0 — 


ble to —ͤ — with: 


And it may be often obſerved. that an honeſt 

man, by a (kilful:addrefs,” ſhall have m,ẽ 
influence upon the turbulent and untuhf 
paſſions of human nature, than ia long euri⸗ 
of time attended with expanſive remonſtran- 
ces could men de bene. thay 


fluence upon him, will ſuggeſt to- us the 


compoſing the hurry and diſorder of his 


can be ſuch monſters as not to be reclaimed 


muſt be eareſul that our: inclinations dean 
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The:knowledge of what has the greateſt'j in- 


method; and our ]] prudenee Weta 
putting it in exteution. This is ſo fare's 
way of redueing the man to himſelf, and of 


5, that none but thoſe in whoſe ways 
ale deſtrubtion and unhappineſs, and who 
never were acquainted with the way of Peace] 
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Mercy and Seyerity,! in caſes of this Haturs, : 
doth 0 naturally beget Eſtéem ahd' Reve- 
rence in the hearts of "tn eh, "that 1 It 8 
wonder if perſons of ſuch Inte tegri 
more than common itifluencet upot 
ſions and Affection of their Brethren ; tl Aar 
they turn "many. to: Righteouſtidhs, 7 5 lle 
others, who know 1 not the wa y of Pe ace, in 
have not this equitable and Sack tous fe- 
gard in view, ERS DY it fene be 
increaſin the, naher F Ci as tu e 
ligion in 9 Rebellion, a Fon ad Faith into Fc 
tion: ae have no la but chat of” thr 
luſt ; the grand ſource and origin from 
whence yo. all thoſe diſo ders which diſturb 
the Plate of Soitery, in and make the world a 
ſcene of cofuL,˖H/1Iiulu . 
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| the difficulties which may * ihem. 
. Every man that has his Neighbour's 80 d- 
52 and loves him as, our holy Jy Rel 


nA that ers. . The ae 1 9 
which will attend the due diſcharge of it, 
will not only teach him to paſs over the 
lights and affronts of thoſe on whom he 
hath beſtowed his good offices, but it will 
inſtruct him, when occaſion offers, to re- 

peat them. He will purſue their ogra 
bade till he hath finiſhed. his own Righ 
ouſneſs, and overcome K. A, with 
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Thus 2 75 when he hari! 159 
poſes between man and man, and 1s evident- 
ly convinced that the continuance of the 
miſunderſtanding between them will be at- 
tended with ruinous conſequences ; and that 
others, as well as themſelyes, will be involved 
in them, nothing ſhould deter him from en- 

deavouring a reconciliation. The little ob- 
ſtacles — met with at his firſt onlet, thc al 
not diſcourage him from renewing his atta >, 
0 | putting in Age wu BET ooh 
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motive upon which be] proceeds wall pot. on- 


ly juſtify his conduct in this particular, — 8 


it will likewiſe afford him the moſt exquiſite 
pleaſure and ſatisfactioh. If they will not 
* liſten t6 the voice Ef the charmer, charm 
« he never ſo "wiſely "yet he will have the 
pleaſing con ſciouſneſs 7 i having performed 
his Duty ; and they. the aggravated gout of 
having reſiſted ſo many engaging inſtances 
to prevent the uhhappy conſequences of their 
conteiition.” But if, as it is moſt teatonable 
to imagine; his gracious and kit nd mediation 


ſhould Convert them from tlie error uf their - 


ways, And bring them to love as Brethyen ; 
he will ten have the” ſatisfaction of eeing 
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agree; and though 1 1ore mig ht be metition- 
ed, yet theſe few which 1 Baue Uready ob- 
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that if we have but a due regard to the ex- 
erciſe of them, we need not fear miſcarry- 
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Servants of that Gop who wil ill reward. our 
honeſt and, ſincere. endeayors in this lig 
and in his own i good 1 time give us the1 1neitt 
mable Bleſſing of Peace; which will be 


laing Quietneſs, and Aſſurance for ever. 
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And for the chips zof this bleſſed, event V's 


us, in the words o- of our moſt excellent 
beſcerh our ** Almighty and Everlaſt 
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Earth, mercifully to hear the Supplica- I 
e tions of his people, and to grant us his 
« Peace all the days of our life, through 

« Jesus CuRIST our LorD ; to whom, 
„with the Father and holy Spirit, be all 

« Honour and Glory, Might, Majeſty, 

« and Dominion, now, henceforth, and 
for evermore. Amen, | 
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3HESE words are part of an 
anne tuen. by; 3 


11 queſtion 2 Tell 1 
= theſe things be2. and what ſhall-be.the ſign 
of ach n of the ene 


directly 20 ſity.. Pa 14g 15 
time, e * events to any 
certain, period, Nhich it was. not at all ne- 
ceſſary that they ſhould be acquainted with, 
diut only obſervęs to them (in order probably 
= exits. their caution; againl: ac 


L ts 3 EI 
X > 


to explain 


"We Bes 
what is here eee intended by theſe 
_ eveyits. Hef thaugh theſdeſtructionſof I. 


 7uſalem, and the ſhutting up of the Jewiſh 
382 omy. might, be o nally meant, yet 
the end of the world, 2 aſt and final Day 
of Judgment is ſo inter woven in this de- 
ſcription, that it can hardly be't ought that 
gur Saricur could fpeak af che ore, without 
pronouncing of the her. 15 _ the d thir- 
tieth verſe of this cha pier, he repreſents 
himſelf as coming in — cloyds of Heaven 
with Por and great Glory and at t 
verſe following, the angels ſounding the laſt 
and dreudſtil alarm; ich is ſo clear an 
evidenes,” and ſoecs to have ſo direct a ref 
rence to chat moſt important time of -Giſert- 
mination; ef ſepatating een, frorm che 
ſheep) hat ſurely! we danHꝰt hear hol Warn- 
ing in'the*Toxt, "without! pitting sürſekecs 
in a'readineFs acid pfeparbag far his dining. 
Reaſons inrumefable y Be oth, Why 
we foul de thits up ür. pBarld t 
(half only &hforte this Bet) from th neh 
ure finpth ed im the Teat, the 1 do ao 106; 
- Firſt of Which, is the Perſbm 
Ts _ Txe natube 0 


OS 


On MATT}; NV. 42. 10 
For ou know. net the haus, vou 
nn doch. mn“ [1 e 97 16 
„ moſt et” % Ly Aim Sc Haier 
Out of: all which will naturally follow 
this concluſion, vchirh is enough to ſtartſie 
and awaken us all:, Watch therefore b 
you not the hour p eth 
„ ο mf 4) id ad Hot neee bus 
ro oe oth nt dg zit z 1 
Abl thepefofr, to follow the'Method we 
conſidor the perſon ' thatũs to come un the 
character given: of chim ir the TVHt# which 
is that 6f uw Lon n Im purſuante uf Which | 
1 ſhall mu enurmeratelf all :the glorious repre- | 
ſentatipns ren us:of-the Meſſiaiin-Setip... 
ture befovehis Incarnation; in order to fies: 


ſhalt; Veakeup aryref yGur time in öbferb- 
ing how fully he hath aequitted himſelf M 
the diſcharge of that important 'Work' God 
gave him to do on earth. 1 fL ty SHH. 
ſider him in his prefent capacity, as a perſon 
.veſtediwith ſovereigii power; and't6'Whom 
we are one day'to'be'actountable for M our 
actions. To. the end therefore that” Every 


"I knee 
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how applicable this title e is: to him either : 
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knee "ny bow; ufd etery tog "abs 
bim to belthe Lonb, Rs Gly ile 
of the greatneſs aud eren bf his dominion, 
which the Pſalmiſt tells us * is'from'ſtato 


_ #. ſea; and from tlie flobhd unto? the world's 
end — ͤ— 


' * andStevants,” Por be hath for hin; "Cit 
* St Paul, at his right hand in the'heavenly 
3 7 hath put all things under his 
, fret; and given him to be head cover ul 
5 things to the Churtir i And what u ſh- 
dow, what1a-meer nothing. comparativdy 
fpeaking,-1s the power of: this world to this 
All, other, dominions have their bounds and 
limits, which they cannot paſs but by vio- 
lence and the ſword ; neither indeed is R 
expedient that the world ſhould bei governed 
dy one univerſal Monarch; the multitudes 
of men, and the dene of — 
great, that it 
deen. 99 66 of of foie weth 
| qr 65 7 evi 277 f Ert 19 <4 BU 
Thus it falls out in this lower beide ſhe 
it is not ſo in the Kin of this · our Lonxn 
no e remote or : diſtant, 0 which his 


power 


eſs 


5 8 


= 
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power cannat reach; no r receſs fo ꝓriyate or 
retired, which his his eye does not Wins and 
take notice ol z no. ſo ſeeret, no 
word nor action, throughout the i ercourſe 
of life, but“ he knoweth,, it altogether.*, 
And as he is Omniſcient in himſelf, ſo he is 


Omnipotent in his. dominion; and, ſhould. 


the world ſhake « off their Allegiance.to-h im 
ſhould there he an univerſal, deſertion, and 
falling away, Which will never happen, yet 
this . 5 not in the leaſt rg of. al 

Sovereignty. For his, Royalty depends. not, 
like that of earthly Monarchs, on the Duty 
and Figelity. of h © bee "Neither © leceif 


nor violence can weaken his ut or con. 


tract his power. And ſhould 22 "world: 
combine, asthe Citizens in the Goſpe 
and declare. their diſlike to his nw yet 


in all this ſcorn and contempt, in this open 


rebellion and- contradictioſt of ſinners, he is 


ſill their Lokb. And as he Favours thoſe 


ſubjects; Who are faithful and obedient, ſo 


he will order his Executioners, totake*thoſe 

* his enemies, Who would not that he 

ſhould feign over them, | and ſlay That 
before himi.* cel 1 52 VALE HE? 1 131 _ 
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Leid, 
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: A he is Omnipbtent, and his" Aoi fl 
withodt'Htnitation, ſo it is moſt laſting, und 
never ti be Acctwyed- No _ ner 
it, no craft undermine it. 

| dend. peaks of an end, 'of deli icing op 
Kingdom, and of Subjectio 5 
there ſhalt be an end, but hy og will not be 
elf he hath put down afl authority and poi vet. 
S6 that this'end will be no failing; this fe. 
fignation « of his Kit dom, no diminu ution of 
his greatneks, this ubjedtion. 'no weakneſs 
cx nn init). He hall den liver up nes 
and be” {till a Loan: that is, i in the c inion 
of. "a earned father, , he v will ae de the e 


ſigns « of his ſupremacy : when 
perfected, when there will be mg emy ſt r. 
ring to abdue, no uſe of Laws to encou- 
rage Virtue and puniſh Vice: But. all things- - 
will be at an end, his enemies in 
and his ſubjects free from the fears of h b 
and temptations of the Devil: ſo that chere 
will be an end, yet he will reign ſtill; though 
he be ſubject, yet he will be as much ſupreme 
as ever; though he ſhall deliver up his King - 
dom, yet he will not loſe it, but remain a 
Lonp and KING for cvermore, ol now, 


Second 
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Second Place; conſider the © navelren a 
manner of his cg For we catifiet ima 
gine that our bleſſec Saviour isNeated ow the 
right hand of the Maſeſty on high as an idle 
ſpectator, and wneoneerned with what: ib 
tranſacted here below but that he Hill con- 
tinues to rule ir the congregation of his 
Saints on earth; and governs aud diſpoſes of 
the ſtate of times, arid the actions of men, 
and that his'power exerts itſelf even where ĩt 
is not apparent. For though he be at ſo 
great a diſtance from us, ſo fur remote 
from our ſights: yet de takes «View of ur- 
verſal Natur̃e ne and keeps a book of 
remembrance to regiſter all our Virtues and 
all our Fartings: Indted the profane perfor 
would put outithe! exe of his Ptovidente,' 
and the moral Atheiſt pull him from lus 
throne, and thruſt = of the world. 
The Hypocrĩte and inſmcere Chriſtian; like 
the ſcoffers of old, who walk after theit ow 
luſts, B p is the enen, by 
I coming? . Alz 185 i 6 


Bal e whe 


"th. 0 


Er . tha rok bf 8 


placeq on the trihunalſ and made Judge of 
all the world, be kept back by theſe vain 
imaginations? 


man, whom Scripture, and Miradles have 
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fice, becauſe, we are guilty, and deſervę con. 


- willing that any ſhould periſh, but that 
a all ſhould come en, 4 75613 by I 


| vt come. For time is nothing to him, nor 


. 
— . —U—— —„— ing e — — — — 2 — 
— — 2 ys — + By. — rr — — 1 — — 9 — od 
* 


2 ſuck acbb de fa ed. And this 
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imaginations? Shall he not execute his df. 


demnation? Or is his delay in coming 3 
certain argument that he will not came gt 
all? This is the falſe. reaſoning, the wretched: 
9 8 and inference of Fleſh and Blood. For 

is not his ſlackneſs (chat is our impiom 
1 but his long- ſuffering ; not 


1324 40 $6. LIL a 00 


"405 thin ia e e 


indeed is it any thing in itſelfl. We cannot 
form any conception of it, but from thoſe 
actions which we repeat over and over again. 
„A thouſand years in his ſight are hut as 
yeſterday We look upon the Day f 
Judgment, as upon a day to cotne; but 0 
him it is already preſent. That he is not 
come to us, is for our ſakes. For the Church 
of Cnkisr, till the conſummation of all 
things, is wrapt up in the body of time, and 
ſucceſſively gains the addition of 
Thus we read in the ſecond chapter of -the 
As; That the Loxy'added'to the Church 


G „ 
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ing, and hp the cunteaojarioh and end of 


Wiſdom he foreſees that there will be many, 
ſome in the womb ef time; and others al- 
ready in being, who will turn te Him By re- 
pentance. For the Promiſe, s St Pinter 
* obſerves, is made to you and to'your-chil-! 
* dren, and to all that are afar eff eben 'as 
* many as the Lon our Gov ſhall call. 80 
that probably there will'be-matry* thouſkinils 
who are not yet, chat ſnal be Sainte heres | 
after. For their ſakes therefor it is Hat he 
doth not come to! Judge the world that 
en ate permitted to dwell on the 
age; that Violence 
i ning — — lit up- 
permoſt in the werd; that he' ſuffers men 
to break his commands to queſtibm his Pro- 
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plain of Events. But When that 
of his Saints, for which he bears with a 
this inſolence, is © 
be no more. Then thalt he appear in all 
the pomp and majeſty o Heauem and bring 
with him the marks of his* ce. 
There ſhall he whet' his glittering ſword, and 1755 
vat.. 1 his 


all things is not yet. For by his eternal | 


vidence==to doubt of his Being, und coin” 


us :S8ERMON v. 0 
his hand ſhall take hold of judgment»'/Ehien: 
he will render Vengeance to his, enemies 
and reward them that hate him. Thewithe 
Atheiſt and profane. perſon, ſhall cotifeh 
he is Gon, and thoſe monſters of Fride and 
Injuſtice, who have made their will: da, 
and worſhipped no other Deity than them- 
ſelves, moll be convinced of his Providence 
and Superintondenee of; Affairs below, by 
their own eternal condemnation. Then 490 
all the intricacies and ſeeming | mequaliye 
of Providence! will be unfolded. . Alle 
markable inſtances of the diving Patient 
and Seyerit will be explained. and; it wil 
appear chat the Loxp:is: not-flack, 00 
men unt-ſlackneſs;”: that be neithen di 
dained, nor neglectod the adminyl n 
human affairs; but that there: is's Ng 
* that cjudgftth the earth that his! eyes be- 
hold dhe children; of men # that all: the 
circumſtances of their nature, actions, und 
conditions, are remarked. Alltithe -Good 
and Evil they have done; together wich the 
| Hegrees::agd: aggravitiond of iti; all theft 
things, as the-Plalriſt, expreſſes it, gib 
SE NE IEA, ory mitt nn 
2 PA Sofitel 19447 1d er io 
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lemnitter uin be introduced; '087"Snxidur 
Mp us. Tk Purabie ef che Bend — 
doſe of the twenty fiftn chupter oß St Aa. 


thew, are not only very expreſſive f the = 
manner of CHRIST'Ss coming, and theqmers 


ſons who are to attend him, but the form 
in which he will proceed, amd bu whotd it 
will be executed ;- tlie rraſon of the diſtirigy 
tion between. the Rightdous and the Wicked, 
between tlioſt that ſenyed. Go, and thoſe 
that ſer ved mm not, together with their N 
wards and Puriſhments, therein zeſpetively = 
aſſigned. No man who is a Chwiſtian nest 
be farther ſolicitous, or daſire a fuller aſſia 
rance of a day of Judgment, or what will 
be tranſactech at that time, than what is given 
us in the application of the, Narable. t 

were neodleſs likewiſe tor obſerve at this ge 

neral convention, - when: all nations ſhall be 
gathered. together, whether" every; oe; 
be proceeded-againkt by a particular: Indict- 
ment, accoriting to their deeds-dang:in the 
fleth, or he ſubject to ane-contmen an - 
— 1 1 


Ter SEF 


As to the'thanifier in wich all theſe ba 
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firſt pap and hi — 
will prevent the latter. For as We are aſ⸗- 
ſured; by our bleſſed Saviour of different 
degrees of Bliſs and Glory im a future ſtats, 
ſo ye may reaſonably infer different degren 
ol er 1 mite en 
we fe Fu date N en ee 
mm Jo 4 7 8275 1 1 ng mo! 
Bot i it is ſufficient for the encouragement 
of Virtue, that the Righteous go aaf 
into life eternal,” be his portion of Hap 
pineſs ever ſo ſmall in ſo glorieus a king 
dom; and 1t ſhould be a terror to Vice an 
Impiety, to have the ſentence of i everlaſting 
Puniſhment affixed to them, be the infliction 
of it ever ſo trifling and inconſiderable. Fot 
ve are to confider, that there is no term oi 
time appointed for a releaſe from this ſtate, 
no other method propoſed whereby to expett 
TORT * the worm that:never:dicth, 
* and the fire that never will be:quenched,” 
are to be our inſeparable attendants. In thin 
condition we muſt for ever remuim ĩ 
-of Happineſs, or even of foothing or alle 
viating that degree of tormem to which ur 
are conſigned. The immeaſurable diſtatice 
of Heaven, the n 
Ain — Re Righteous 
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Righteous and the Wicked, which we are 
informed in Scripture is unpaſſable, might 


| as eaſily be traverſed, as to expect comfort, 


or the ſmalleſt reſpite from miſery in ſach\a 
ſtate. God's decrees are: abſolute and irre» 
verſible, and what induced him at the firſt 
to propoſe Rewards and Puniſhments; will 
oblige him, at this time of e e * 


W W eee, 


No . of th Chriftian Infitution 
is more firmly ſupported than the doctrine 
of a future Judgment, nor is there any 
thing more agreeable to reaſon, than the 
manner in which it will be executed. The 
Rewards and Puniſhments are equally pro- 
portioned, eternal Happineſs to him who 
doth the will of his heavenly Father, the 
ſame ſhare of Miſery to him that neglects it. 
As to the different portions and degrees they 
both are capable of, that ſnould have no 
other influence; upon us, than to make us 
ſtrive to excel in Virtue and Morality. We 
ſhould never think ourſelves too ſecure, f 
Heaven, nor ean one who is but a little vi- 


cious — Maren we | have 
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we have done all chat was comanded u 
yet canſidering the immenſe: wages we at 
to receive for ſuch flender performances, t 

never Ihiould deũſt, never he faint nor weary | 


im well doing : for ſuch a preſumption may 


bring upon us ſwift deſtruction. And chen 
dur having perſevered à great while in our 
Duty, will be no excuſe for deſerting it far 
the ſmalleſt interval. In this caſe all ih 
righteouſneſ that we have done ſhall not 
* -be 2 n enn * amm 
a: mann $57 5 tr b. 
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'the nature and minner of Cunzor's' oom 


ing; I ſhall proceed be 2 * 6 e 
7 in AT - F450; {JB 
Tir and laſt place; to Sab ese 
certainty of his coming; For you k 
not what _ your rand f. 
E | et 

There! is ee defire implanted in the 


minds of men to know and inquire into 


future events, and this the diſciples were ſo 
ſenſible of, that they could not forbear en 
mining inte che time when the deſtruction 
YE” Feruſalem, $09 the GIN one 
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all things, which were to-be-uſtiersd in by 
the fearful figns our Sanur mentions 1nthis 
Chapter : ſhould. come to paſs, That” he 
would came to judge the wotld was not fa. 
tisfactory, the exact time when he would 
come muſt likewiſe be attempted; But their 
curioſity we find was not ſatisfied;'” Von 
„know not the hour, wis 'all'whith" he 
(who beſt knows what is fit for us) afforded 
them. All that was conducive" to thei in 
tereſt here and hereafter had been revealed 
to them before. Why they mould defire to 
know the time when CTukrsr would come, 

no e and lay upon them but 
for his coming; and 
when the Angels, nor the'Son of Man him- 
ſelf knew, cannot be properly or faſonably 
conceived, there is a time, an ap- 
pointed dine — muſt quit this earth- 
V abe 5 c n 7 BP ahct 
ſhould not perplex ofrſelves ti to f 
bnd out the laſt mitute of it. 7 


toavathy; and prepere 


Holy Dovid indeed intreated Gon that he | 
* might'know the end, and the number of | 
his days ;” but he doth not mean ſo to 
caloulite mem, an ds know the certaln and 

a4 determined 
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Wks number of them. But: ſo.tha 
in this: little time that was, alloted him he 
might be. induced to preſs nen 
. Way % m. a Ben an 
ro e ſenſible. hand ans 3 and 
daily to perceive the gradual decay of, our 
ftrength and. vigour, and that we. are draw- 
ing. apace towards the, grave, one would 
imagine ſhould be the moſt preyailing mo. 
tive, to make our calling and election ſure in 
the other world. But to evil and wicked 
men, who harden themſelyes in iniquity, m0 
evidence 1s. clear enough, and light itſelf is 
darkneſs; what they naturally know, and 
what their e . o emi 


” X pf us oo A yfu,, A awd 
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Reaſon, RS UK ſhould command:, — 
poned q Tad never attended to. After all the 
Judgments which fell upon. Phargoh and the 
land of Egypt, his heart was, hardened ſtill, 
till the Tyrant and his Hoſt were overthrown 
in the ſea together, No evidence can pre- 
vail, no terror can move the obdurate ſin- 
ner. Tell the intemperate man the badd el. 
My of his PINS, Hong, he knows bs 


„% Ht ww ms wo. O©A. Us ik eud © was ray 
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who wrotght ſo many miracles to confirr 


On MATT. XXIV: 42. 131 
be deceived, he wi fin 55 b ff bn Gi} 


courſe. © Tell the Oppreſſbr of the poor and 
fatherleſs, that he muſt one day 8 
count for his cruelty, yet he will n 
to eat ede g as the Pali ex- 
preſſes it, as he wodid eat bread.“ Who 
knows not that univerſal rule of juſtice, & 
* doing to all as they wc 7 ſhould do 
” unto- them," yet ow few are there that 
put it in practice? Who knows not what 
his Duty is, and that the wages of fin is 
death; and yet how induſtriouſly do men 
purſue it? If therefore the thought of a 
future judgment cannot move us, the 
knowledge of it, provided i it was fixed to a 
certain hour, would: ſcarce awake us. We 
ſhould either be ſuch Tnfidels as not to be- 
heve it, or ſo obdurate as not to r it: 
If we believe not Moſes and the Pre 


their divine miſſion, we ſhould ſcarce give 
credit to an Angel that was ſent on 5 
to publiſh the time of a general Reſur- | 
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e ed of unis haying 
10 


will undonbtedl y come to Judge the d 


and. ſince For time of his comiug, is uncer- 


tain, how natural is it for every man why 


is.a.Chrifian,. —that has, any regard fer hi 


Gouge well-being, bd 


hat he muſt therefore prepare for his cam 
ing; that is, uſe all manner of diligence ani 
circumſpection in the diſcharge of his Duty; 


ts be careful that no trumpet proclaim his 


Alms,—no Hypocriſy corrupt his Faſtono 
unrepented fin ſully. his. Prayers no _ 


. 5 7 thought defile his 


fire kindle his Zeal, nor eras Yr 
his Devotion, To this purpoſe, let him 


* keep his heart with all diligence,*—let him 


» ſtand in awe, and fin not; that the world 
with all i its pageantry,.'the, fleſh with all its 
laſts,” and the devil with all, his wiles, anay 
not be able to inſnagg him. Let him calle 


fuch Rules and obſczys ſuch. Directions, -# 


may confirm him ain his watch, ndl cart) 
on his care and ſolicitude unto the end, and 


ſo not enter into Soto ES PN. c 
Yn! being woe en 15 nels Ad 26% 


Sk A 


on MATT. XXIV: 42. zes 
with the temptations themſelves ; let him fo 
examine them as to be able to heheld them 


in their propet and native:colaurss chat 
when he ones enmes to know his enemy 


and fees through all his artißeial diſguiſes, 


he may with the greater caſe ſubdus and an- 
quer him. Let him only reſtact what the 
pleaſures this workd-affords are to the incon- 
ceirable joys of Heaven - hat a ſpan of 
time a meet moment is to Eternity; how 
infinitely more advantageous it will be to us 
to watch and perſevere a while, to ſtrius and 
fight it out, than, by the impatience of one 

hour, to be a flave and miſcrable for ever. 


Our bleſſed Ader hath aſſured us, by 
his holy Spirit, that © no temptation ſhall 
„ befal us which is beyond our natural 
* ſtrength and the aſſiſtance of his Grace to 
overcome. If the Devil ſuggeſts evil 
thoughts, the Spitit inſpires good ones; if 
the enemy begin to 'everpower us, let us 
only place our confidence in Gop, and his 
mercy will hold us up. In all our trials, 
te in all time of our Tribulation, in all time 
« of our Wealth, in the hour of Death, and 
in the day of Judgment, his Grace will 
de fuffirſent for us. [et 
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Let us therefore call upon him to be * 
ſent with us and aſſiſt us in our watch. Let 


us - gird up our loins and keep our lights 
” burning,” that in the laſt day and hour, 


Majeſty to judge both the quick and dead. 
» we may riſe-to the life immortal, ' and//f 
be found an acceptable people in bis fight; 
= t6 whom, with the Father--and: the holy 
= Spirit be, as is moſt due, all Honour and 
Glory, Might, Majeſty and Dominion, 
both now -henceforth and, Tor: evermore. 
- Amen. ' vi (Re 126 112006 
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Now: the Gon ef patience and conſo- 


lation, grant you to be like-minded 


one towards "another, " "Gttar dir th 
 CantsT Jes Fes een 


NNO to na {How St 101 
9719 I Iſt IJ 300 be * 31 A131 


Ins would be.endleſs to, ecount-for 
the; many; bleſſings- whigh-attend 
Sers brethren that live together in uni- 

ty. Wihout doubt our own en- 
perience or obſervation hath convinced us of 
ſome of the happy effects of living together 
in the bond of peace, under a mutual Bene- 


volence and —— 15 


1d egen , ad Kingdoms, "nd 


n _ — 
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1 * 
the imereſt and peace of private been 
are never better ſecure than where {i 

harmoriy—ſuch-an' t Bath di vo 


itſelf. For when men come to be thus in- 
ſeparably attached, and all combine in the 
proſecution of one and the ſame end, the 
Public Good; when they come to be ſo af. 
fectionately concerned one for the other, that 
= when one member" ſuſfers, all the ours 
{hear a patt and ſuffer with it; hen ſuch 
a. joint CONEYITERCE, I ay. with. ONES 
their public views, and ſuch a tender r | 
for the well-being of each other diſplays it- 
ſelf, it would be abſurd even to imagine that 

ople under fo happy an uniformity af 
temper and affeftions, did not emoy all that 
mward Peace and re, ag well 4 
thoſe outward hleſſings of — and Pro: 
ſperity, winch muſt inſeparabiy attend ſuch 
Tae i T0 eie rec $117 30 _ 

2 $030 8-10 6044 4.22659 10 bod an 
An if . tenedwihn 
politicat anion; of perſons eonfederate wes 
ther in of common ſeenlar Intereſt, whara 
. ——— igry ; 
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me ſame unity and iconcurrenee,! twproſe- - 
cute their: SptritaalcIntdveſt; id cthe-public 
come togethar *. with: one heart; dand one 
mouth, 0 glorify Gap," 10 offer up:theis 
petitians: ta the Throne of Grace, as the ſe- 
ycral-, occaſioms df the prayers direct, and 
endeavgur at ſuch a diſpoſition of mind as 
may moſt, ineline them duly and 
attend upon Gon thraughout the whole tne 
of their devotion? What n near reſemblaner 
would ſuch a behaviour, in the:congropation 
of the Saints on earth, have to ie Hake, 
jahs, Praiſes, and Thankſgivings os the 
Saints above? How nearly Would «arr 2 
bly of Chriftians thurempoyed ih ele t 
and flamm of Devotion HHitate the adorationm 
of the Mmgalie Hot When they pfofträte 
themſelves before the krone of che Lamb, 
and chant forth the. Praiſes of their great 
— orange on ow 
be erp es worf aut 
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Devotion? We are aſſured that Gon ha 


theſe advantages, for a reception after death 
wied to the nan 
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promiſed. to be in the midſt of ſuch à con. 


gregation, not only to affiſt them in cher 


prayers; but likewiſe to grant their petitions: 


and therefore they. may depend upon his 


goodneſs. for every thing that is to 
their external welfare; for dias 


conſolation under any temporal affliction, 
for his Grace and Succour under any tempts- 


tion; and what is yet 


infinitely above all 


into thoſe ineffable ren ee 4 


— 


4 1 


st Paul. > Yak gs 19-99" 3 
dition in the Tert proceeds, though be ha 
ſpared no pains in the diſcharge of his m 


hors world bs in nl. Jonleſe tne things 
thor, of all good. gifts, would be pleaſed to 
crown them by inclin 
whom he had converted to the faith of 
Cunier to Peace and Unity. He had be- 


fore in this —— — 
der to dringabout this happy change. What 


the hearts of thoſe 
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event of his labours, by his prayers to that 
Gop by whoſe commiſſion he had plant- 
ed and watered, and who alone was able to 
give the increaſe. And indeed it was highly 
neceſſary for the Apoſtle to intreat the aid of 
the ſupreme Being at this time; becaul of 
the breach there was in the Chureh that was 
then at Rome; which, if it had not been 
timely prevented, by the good Providence of 
Gop, in all probability would have grown 
wider, to the great ſcandal of their pro- 
feſſion, the diſhonor of Gov, and the grief 
and concern of all good men. St Pau/there- 
fore, that he might not run or labor in vain; 
after he had uſed all the rhetoric he was 
maſter of, in order to heal their diviſions; 
begs of Gop 't6 complete the work, and 
finiſh their ſanctification, by infuſing into 
their hearts the Spirit of Peace, and repre- 
ſenting to their minds the bleſſed effects of 
thoſe that live together in love and unity. 
* Now the Gop of patience and conſolation, 
" ſays he, grant'you'ts be Ike · minded one 
towards another according to CAS 
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Firf, What that like-mindedueſ which th 
Apoſtle here prays is. 
' Secondly, How much we are obi wy to 
| exerciſe it one towards another. 


Ey then, I am to obſerve what that ls 
mindedneſs which the Apalle . pou for 
2. 


ain 6s RR ä 


7 Which, if we have recourſe onl y to the 
two Chapters preceding the Text, we may be 
eaſily informed of. It ſeems the difference 
that at this time ſubſiſted between the Chxiſ. 
tian converts at Rome, which were part 
— and partly Gentiles, aroſe from mat. t 

in themſelves merely indifferent, about 
— and abſtaining from certain meats, 
and the obſerving or not obſerving particular 
days. And theſe diſtinctions were carried 
to thay height, that they created a.reciprocal 
hatred and contempt for each other; he 
who was not ſo curious as to abſtain from 
eating meats which another diſapproved of 
was ſure to incur bis cenſure and indigus- 
tion. He who confined himſelf from al in 
general, and fed only upon herbs, grew in- 
„„ 
contrary diet. Thus 
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Thus from things l in 1 purely in. 8 
W different, the peace of the Church —— to 
be interrupted, and, if the Apoſtle had not 
timely interpoſed, and the Grace of Go 
happily united them, the members of that 
church had been — of an Harlot, 
and all the inſtructions and labours of the 
Apo had been vain. ang, ineffectual. 3 


= > 


Indeed theſe e 8 n * 
they were built upon no points of Doctrine 
or eſſential Articles of that Religion into 
which they were now initiated, that is, as 
they were neither coma; nor prohi- 
bited by Gop in the Goſpel: covenant, . of 
ht could not have been able to have 
diſturbed the peace and unity of the Church, 
if they had been content with their own 
particular obſervations. But when each was 
ſo zealous and fond of his own obſervances, 
and one grew into the contempt of the othen 
upon this account, in all probability this 
diſguſt would have ſhewed itſelf in other 
and more material diſtinctions; and their 
reſentments might have carried them ſo far 
as to re made them ode from one 

K 2 another 
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and ſuch like indifferent diſtinctions, which 


 Cun1sT : And aſſures them, that every one 


were well ſatisfied of the indifferency of theſe 


ſelves. And as for himſelf he declares in 
his firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthions, in a eff. 


another i in points of Religion, and 0 be 
come heterodox i in practice. 15 


The Apoſtle winche pelle the's great | 
danger of this behavior; how contrary it 
was to the genius of their profeſſion, and 
how unworthy the name by which they were 
called. He intreats them, that for meats 


were no part of their Religion, they would 
not deftroy the work of Gop. By which 
he means their converſion to the Faith of 


was at liberty, both Jews and Gentiles; ei. 
ther to eat or abſtain, in theſe reſpects, pro- 
vided he did it with ſuitable circumſtances, 
and without giving offence, without grieving 
or hurting the conſcience of their weak Bre- 
thren. Nay, he lays it down as a Rule to 

be obſerved by the Gentile Chriſtians, 'who 


111 Ron Wer” . , . —b!᷑é ERR” 


things, that notwithſtanding they ought not 
to- abuſe this Hberty, but to bear the infir- 
mities of the weak, and not to pleaſe them- 


c ws wary ” ey ” 


of the like nature, that rather than he would 
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uſe this liberty to the offence of his Chriſtian 
Brethren, he would quite abridge himſelf of 


at 

it eat no meat while the world ſtands, leſt I 
id WY © make my brother to offend.” In ſhort, the 
re whole ſcope of the Apoſtle's reaſoning ſeeme 
ts Wl to be directed to the Jewiſh Converts, who. 
<> WH were fo tenacious of the legal obſervances, 
1d that they ſeparated themſelves from the com- 

ch munion of the Gentile Chriſtians, purely 
of WM becauſe they refuſed to be circumciſed, and 
ne if did not keep the Law. He takes a great 


deal of pains to aſſure them that thoſe rites, 
which were the cauſe of this diſſenſion, were 
e, now abrogated by the coming of CHRIST, 


no Wl and that what was matter of obligation be- 


re- fore, now ceaſed; and therefore exhorts 
to them both to make uſe of their liberty, with- 
ho Wl out giving offence either to the other. That 
cf he that was a Judaical Chriſtian would not 
not MW cenſure or judge the Gentile, becauſe he did 
fir · not conform to his ſentiments; or he that 
m- 


| was a Gentile Believer, would not deſpiſe 
in or vilify the Jewiſh, purely becauſe he was 
ale WW ſo ſcrupulouſly! nice in e FIRE didn not 
uid require it. oh. 


uſe _ K3 ; ha Thus 
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| 
' 
' 
{ 
| 
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all meats in general. For, as he adds, If 
* meat make my brother to offend, I will 
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Thus by obſerving the Apoſtle's method 
of arguing, and the great care he takes to 
cloſe theſe diviſions, we may be informed 
what this like- mindedneſs is which he-prays 
in the Text they would exerciſe one towards 
another, according to Jxsus Cuxrsr. im- 
deed this particular phraſe of ſpeech, though 
it occurs in no other part of 'Scripture, is 
often made uſe of by St Paul in his Epiſtles, 
St Peter has one particular expreſſion in the 
third chapter of his firſt = comp ; which 
comes very near it, which is this; 
be ye all of one mind. Now though. this 
may ſeem to denote only an agreement or uni- 

ty of opinion and judgment, and though by 
this the Apoſtle only exhorted thoſe that pro- 
feſſed the Faith of CHRIST, that they would 

agree in the truth of his holy Word: yetit 
18 — taken in a larger and more extenſive 
ſenſe, and ſuppoſed to include not only that 
unity of our underſtanding, but like wiſe the 
due and uniform execution of all thoſe Du- 
ties, which we are ſeverally obliged to exer- 
ciſe towards each other in our outward be- 
haviour a converſation ; or, as it is elſe· 

where expreſſed, in our moſt excellent Li- 

| urg, of » living together in unity and 5 
ly 


\ 
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y love.” It is this that compoſes that per- 
ect and bleſſed unity which the Apoſtle ſo 
fervently prays for in the Text, and it is 
this, as we are members of Cu Rist, we are 
obliged to ſeek after and purſue, and is the 
higheſt inſtanceof conviction that we are truly 
» members one of another.“ For it were a 
lame and imperfect performance of our Du- 
ty, if our care extended no farther than to 
avoid diviſion in points of Faith and Doc- 
trine, without ener the true ends _ 
benefits of Society. r 


St Poul has ſo elegantly deccribed the 
mutual dependence of the myſtical Body of 
Cuxkisr, by the ſympathy and ſupply that 
is between the members of the natural one, 
that no one who conſiders that carefully can 
be ignorant of the great advantages which 
muſt acerue from ſuch a diſpoſition,” There 
he tells us, that in the body natural, where 
the meaneſt and moſt deſpicable member 
ſuffers, ox is in anguifh; all the other mem- 


bers bear a part, and ſuffer with it. No 
terms of ſuperiority are then inſiſted on. 
no terms of defiance heard, but all are ready 


to m ᷣ ee Gear joint ſupplies according 
K 4 * 
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to their ſeveral abilities, to eaſe and relien 


der ſuch Lp end ties, duch rere * 
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the diſtempered part; and then comes the 
reaſon for this ſympathy, that there ſhould 


be no Schiſm in the body, and that the mem. 


bers ſhould have the ſame care one for the 
other. And indeed this ſhould be the join 
concern of us Chriſtians, as we are Fellow. 


Brethren, Servants of the ſame family, and 


of the houſhold of Faith; as we are fed at 
one table, and eat * the ſame ſpiritual meat, 
% and drink the ſame: ſpiritual drink.“ No- 
thing, one would imagine, ſhould. be amore 

prevailing motive for us to endeavor to Rep 


the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 


* Peace,” than conſidering one another un- 


pins 


' 
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forcible nature to induce us to * love as Bre- 


thren, “ and prevent thoſe needleſs broils 
and diviſions, which too frequently ariſe 
amongſt us, and diſturb the unity of the 
Church. I ſhall only recommend the due 
conſideration of this particular, and con- 
clude this Head with that excellent advice 
which Moſes yt to his two contending 
| countrymen, 
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aid 
countrymen, when no other argument 49:3 
avail : * Sirs, ye are ONS "oY do ye 


* wrong one — gh g e bg 
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I mall n now -progrgd to a how much 


it is our Duty to exerciſe this bleſſed diſpo- 


ſition one towards another, ung the 
c—— —— Ort N 
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on every member to, promote, all — 
him lies, the good and intereſt of that com- 
munity to which he belongs. This, is uni- 
verſally apparent from the nature and con- 
ſtitution of Society itſelf, which doth ne- 


ceſſarily preſuppoſe a confederate and joint 
endeavor of particular perſons to purſue 
what is moſt conducive to the welfare and 
proſperity of that body whereof they ate 
members. The leaſt deviation or obliquity 
from this, though in a ſingle perſon, diſturbs 
the peace of the body Politic, and infrin ges 
on the laws of Society. And therefore hu- 
man Prudence, to prevent ads 
of ſuch diſturbances, occaſioned by his ob- 
liquity, hath enafted particular Laws for 
the * of * Who act againſt 

the 
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Government, which muſt — _ 

held and preſide among men. In the moſt 
uncivilized parts of the world, proper care 
is taken 10 puniſh and prevent abuſts of this 
nature; and the lawleſs and diſobedient in 
punity in othere, are made ſenſühle of the 
ſword of Juſtice, and the arm of ſecular 
power: So that there ſeems to be à Kit of 
harmony and correſpondence eſtabliffied u 
it were by a law of nature, rhougni c= 
E ices; and eb. 
ſerved by different 3 
Nr n e e 1 i 


. F 83. 
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e might 
expect that every. particular member. ſhagld 
pay his Obedience to ſo reaſonable an Inſſi- 
* devote his endeavors; to pe- 
ſerve and ſecure the peace of it; and that 
not only for Wrath, “ (that is for-feay4 
puniſhment), but alſo for conſcience 
as it is an Inſtitution.agresable to the-patur 
and condition of men, and well-pleafingo 
Gop. For as he is the Author of Peaat an 
r ſo he muſt be pleaſed, when his crös 
ttutlre⸗ 
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tures endeavour” to imitate him iu s-parti- / 
lar; when ke hed 'thas rh(y'® Rilw" aſhes 


„the things \ which make för Peace, and 
things wherewith' 1 may ality oe 
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There cabmot centainly be a oot-happif 


frame of mind than that which is thus cons 
verſant in brotheriy love, nor a more en- 
gaging one to dra down on us the bleſſinga 
and fa vors of the ſupreme Being: We are 
aſſured that this is one of the great charac· 
teriſtics, of the Chriſtian: Religion, and fo 
highly. eſteemed in the ſight af Gop, that 
he has been pleaſed to mak it the grand teſt 
of our Love and Obedience tu him, that 
he who loveth Gon, love his brother 
* alſo. Aud it is to the performance dr 
von · performance aſ this particular branch 
of our Duty in all its ſeveral parts, that 
we arc intitled ta the bleſfings, or 
noxious to the puniſhments, denounced in 
Scripture. And indeed were the inſtructions 

we find there du by us. we could 


not fail of applying them properly, both 
with regatd to qur neighbor and:ounſelves. 
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us, yet the Gop of all comfort has afuri 


tience and meekneſs; that he * will not fuffer 
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are — needs be offences in dhe world 


which may make this Deity more difficut 
and uneaſy, yet, if we. hear in mind on 
the dictates of our Profeſſion, and cum 


about with us thoſe holy inſtructionz, v 
ſhall never be at a loſs how to behave, 


Though we / ſojburn in à vale of mier) 
vrhere many and unforeſeen croſſes anditnis- 


fortunes attack us; many troubles and vexa. 
tions, through the intercourſe of liſentnd 


us by his word, if we bear them with pn. 


the patient abiding of the meeł to'periſh 


for ever. Though we are expoſed to ma- 
nifold injuries, obloquies and ſuffering, 


without any cauſe or fault of our o., get 
if we recommend ourſelves to his care, and 
not ſeek for a redreſs by ways and mean 


that do not become us, he, in bee 


time, will avenge us of o our ar pens and 
nd us of. een men. ani 
(od pay cite Fagan & 91536 TY 
A Beſides, this beluivior in vb fuck an 
evidence of our ſincerity, and fo clear à con- 
viction of our living conformably to "the 
* of our Profeſſion, that others,” 


| are 


are = of lay be Aden 4 by: our 
example to purſue, in the ſame e the 
ways of n ep e ws 
Dorthe erb u * 
not end here; after he has by a ſuitable life 
and converſation let his light ſhine before: 
men, he muſt, according to the example of 
the Apoſtle in the Text, privately and pub- 
licly, that is in his Cloſet and the Church, 
devoutly intreat the Gon of all patience and 
conſolation, that all his endeavors to pro- 
mote the cauſe of Truth and Peace may be 
rendered effectual, by permitting his Grace 
to deſcend on thoſe in whoſe behalf, and for 
"_ fake he thus ſupplicates and intreats 
He muſt likewiſe pray for the continus 
ance of his Grace upon himſelf, and beg 
his aſſiſtance under every temptation, that 
all the ſeveral duties in his Chriſtian calling, 
and his on particular vocation, may be 
diſcharged to the honour of Gov, * the 
benefit of his Brethren, and Kinſmen in the 
Fleſh. This will be the only means of fe- 
ſtoring that true Religion and Unity of wor- 
ſhip, which was intended by the preſcribed 
form of our l and which muſt be 


nas : highly 
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highly agreeable and well-pleaſing to! 
And as there cannot be a'more ſeaſonable 
or proper opportunity to recommend the 
Peace of Feruſalem to our care, than at this 
time, when we are aſſembled together to 
worſhip. and give thanks unto the Lon 
all that I ſhall farther add is, to intreat the 
concurrence of every member of Curisr's 
myſtical Body to this end, in that moſt aſſec- 
ing and pathetic language of St Pau} to li 
Philippian Converts, with which I ſhall con- 
clude—* If therefore there be any conſolg- 
tion in CuRIST, any comfort of love 
if any fellowſhip of the Spirit —if any 

* bowels and mercies; —fulſil ye my joy. 
that you be like-minded ; having the 
4 ans r M th one 1 ney and, 4 
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e E whale verſe runs thus, * 8 And 
1 * be ye kind one to another. 
i 8 N forgiving one 
N another, even as Gop. al 
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The former rartof thi vert and indeed 
all the Ka, one, ſeems calculated fi for 
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duc better recommendation of the great Du- 
v of Chriſtian Forgiyenes: la the ane the 
I Apodte very, carafully ſpecifies, thaſe. Vices 


which would, undoabtes 
formance of this Duty, and. therefare cer- 
neſtly intreats his FRI Ce at 
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. for the obſervance of that which : follow 
= „ forgiving one another, even ' as. Gop: For: 
5 n fake hath forgiven yarn? 
arama oo VASAT W SID BK 1 . 1 
Th Ape end thoſe words 1.ſhall . 4 
vor, Firſt, To ſhew the nature and extent of 
Forgiveneſs, as it ſtands declared a Duty of 
Chriſtianity; and to take ſome care to pe. 
vent or remove the moſt common and * 
1 m about it. | 15 4 $ 85 2 
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to remove the moſt common and « 
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not only to underſtand a ion or 
per of mind to uren all inclinations or 
deren ü within n 
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of attaining a diſpoſition or taper of hl | 


thoſe happy effects, which inſeparably at. 
tends ſo wi 20 eee HE W 


inward ſpeing and principle from hene 
of it, and the fireams and 3 
municate the | ſame taint and 


throughout an the ſeveral branches... Hg. 


3 or an implatable malice reigns with 


| yu acts of of Devotion and Charity hi 
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to ſuppreſs all angli 
venge within; r 
conduct and regulation, which if carefully 
and duly diſpoſed, neceſſarily, produces al 


nene Hie 03-1 
3 914% for Deu r 
Ates herwidia d de jobs wii 


the virtues or vices of human 2 take 
ia, wt Bree | ö 


our actions flow, be rotten und vicious; 1 
man's life is poiſdned in the very fouſitain 


deſcend from thenee, muſt 1 


2 . 5 


But more partictarly 0 oY a ret 


im us, for at fuch a time the foul is entifth 


diverted from its r and 
rendered utterly incapable of performing 


we 
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the very life of a Chriſtian-docy-condit, -/ It 
js for this reaſon our bleſſed Saviour; when 
he pointed ont the principal lines of a/Chrif- 
tian temper, propoſes for our imitation a 
meek and Jowly habit of mind, if u ever 
intend to be lie Him either an holineſs.or 
appineſs. Learn of me, ſays dhe, for I 
lowly of heart, and 7 


h 


8 Ez 


am meek” and 


55 „ ſhall find reſt to your ſouls.” - And indeed 
nl, it is next to impoſſible een 
abe this temper once ned and ed in his foul, 
en rry, Sr dd ech pt 
the BY cular Duty of Chriſtian Borgreneſs../ For 
al it is the peculiar province of Merltneſp, 
1 when Anger or Reſentment ſeites u to te- 
gin gulate our paſſions in their riſe amd mbtion, 
ich either by intirely ſappreſſing them, or dae 
* uh laws to their progreſs, and 
0 the bounds f Reaſon 


n Mn eee, 
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ful This therefots enn, 
th- this che chief corner ſtone whereon weimuſt 
& WH rear our own pe ty, as well 
nd as our obedience and conformity to the pre- 

in WW cept in roy Text.” This muft n rear 
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FOR? .muſt prove a a alli : 
regular; - becauſe there being nothing to.con- Wl 
foreeand hurry, as thoſe affronts e 
we meet with here, but our own corrupt na- 
aw; po that too aſſiſted by the ill cuſtom 
of others, every little diſguſt will Kindle 2 
reſentment, every reſentment raiſe a paſſion, 
and every paſſion beget a revenge. Hence 
have ever been the great reproaches of 
Chriſtianity, and the ſtanding warkg of qu 
_ diſobedience to that Religion which, we on 
Profeſs and not practiſo. And. it, is.certain.if 
this temper be not timely broken, if we do not 
reſiſt it in its riſe and origin, it will beam- 
poſſible that we ſhould. ever boy; our, necks 
to the yoke of Cnkisr. The Hearken unn 
me, ye ſtout-hearted that are far from 
8 righteouſneſs,” ſays Gop by the Pr 
Jaiab, intimating the wide diſtance this fi 
will always make between him and us; and 
ſeo for ever block. — approaches 
een Happineſs, en t- 
10 L896 n 2 24 #38 -- ws 
- But here peebaps it may be a. e 
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forbear all manner of injurious 

revengeful practices; but are likewiſe forbid 
to harbour the leaſt: anger or reſentment, 
whatever reaſons or provocations we may 
meet with to the contrary. Becauſe as an- 
ger or reſentment. is certainly the cauſe from 
whence our revenge proceeds, ſo to put in 
execution either the one or the other muſt 
be equally criminal. For if we are com- 
manded to ſnun and avoid every appearance 
of evil, how much more ought we to ab- 
ſtain from the very cauſe whence this evil 
proceeds? But here it muſt be obſerved, 
that it is not againſt Anger in its own nature 
that I am now pleading; (for it is poſlible, and 
hope very poſſible. we may * be angry and 
* fin not; but it is againſt the inordi- 
nacy and irregulation of it in point of 
ime; when it has paſſed the due period, 
and tranſgreſſed thoſe bounds. the Apoſtle. 
has ſet it, and from a tranſport of paſſion, 
grows. into a ſettled ſtate and habit of the 
ſoul. And when it has onee made this pro- 
greſs, it becomes exolbitant and ſinful. No 
violence of paſſion, no aggravation of cir- 
— VO be an excuſe for i its entra- 
2 4 * 15 41 l 
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To this, it is poſſible; it may be « d, 
that as there is certainly a difference in the 
tempers and complexions of men, ſo like 
wiſe muſt there be in the paſſions and re- 
ſentments that ariſe from-them. _ And#here- 
fore, by virtue of this diſtinction, it ſhould 
ſeem impoſſible but ſome men muft offend 
againſt ' this general rule laid doom by de 
Apoſtle, of commanding our wrath down 
with the ſun. This may prove 4 difficult 
talk to the meek and gentle, 3 of | 
the degrees and circumſtances of the 1 
ries they receive, and how much more | 8 
the froward and paſſionate, to the ſtiff and 
inflexible. Is it poſſible that the one ſhould 
overcome the tumult and hurry: of his pal. 
ſions within the ſame compaſs of time with 
the other ; when ſuch a vaſt. difference; 
great an inequality in every reſpect appears 
to be between them? „ . e | 
ET - 

But here again let i it be da 
though there is an indiſputable difference in 
the tempers and complexions of men, yet 
all are equally concerned in the performance 
of this Duty; and though ſome, by ren 
of their obſtinacy * n are leſi 
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capable of obſerving the due period of their 


paſſion, or at leaſt of ſabduing it in ſuch a 75 


proportion of time ; yet, in the main, this 
will be no excuſe, if we do not endeavor,' 'H 


Y nay actually contend and ſtrive to overcome 


it. And indeed the Apoſtle's intention by 
this Rule was, that we ſhould not for 2 
longer ſpace ſuffer harſh and angry re 
ons to poſſeſs our ſouls without care, or bur 


choke and ſtifle them in the very rife, leſt if 


we ſhould indulge them in their firſt appre- 
henſion, our paſſions ſhould begin to gather 

ſtrength, and 8 us into nlawfl p prac- 
tices. And if we do but carefully execute 
this, and purſue our conteſt, by the Grace 
of Gov, and his Bleſſing on our endeavors, 
we ſhall ere long he more than earn; 
over our 1 ene, | 


* x44 
— A 


But theiyis there eee de be Un 


with regrd to the quality of the i injuries we Et 


receive ? lle t ullio, qualis off imuria, was 
an old heathen” maxim. And though this 
retaliation is not Warrantable now, though | | 
our anger muſt not be proportioned to the 
injury received, -- Yano | 

and 
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notwithſtanding this, there is no. difference 


injury be greater or leſs, whether the com- 


by the laws of Chriſtianity, to forgive the 
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and forbids the practice of the one, yet cer 


tainly we may be allowed the liberty af the 


reſentments may be proportioned to the qu. 
lity and greatneſs of the offence, when al 
other circumſtances will admit of it. But 


to be made in point of time. Our paſſions 
may act with the greater violence whilſt they 
are under a ſenſe of the injuries, but they 
muſt not exceed the time limited by the 
Apoſtle; Let not the ſun go down upon 
your wrath.” There is no reſerve, no . 
ception to be made to this Rule, whether the 


ring be We or e ten or in 
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The ſum therefore of what bas beem thi 
is this; that all men are indiſpenſablyobliged, 
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injuries and offences of others within a ſmal 
ſpace of time after they have ſuffered them; 


and every particular perſon is under the ſame 
obligation of putting it in execution, as 


as his own temper, and the circumſt: 


ſoon 
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Forgiveneſs 28 it regards t! 

and complexion'of our ſduls. 1 Wall na 

proceed to ſpeak of it as TI rennt 

upon our outward action fc 

any manner of 7 earn eturns ver 

in our Na 0 e eee 1 
18%: ie 


For für Je we at 


the general tenor of the Goſpel 


tore of this Duty in particular, te do an 
thing from a principle of Rennes ; to'des 
ſign the hurt or prejudice of any one purely 

becauſe he has „ In 
whatſoover _—_— 1 | dp wrt . 


Pads R been remade © pe 


| vith the higheſt degree-of malice or ing 


titude; yet all is not ſufficient to varran 
action of this nature. EU er bf 
- - + A005 waver. 
This, I am ſenkible, forme will ſay is a 
very ſevere law, and what rare tos harſhly 
upon fleſh and blood. But let them remem- 
ber it is no more than what our bleſſed Loxy 
himſelf ſubmitted to; and that as it is i- 


Pn by him, it _ 3 


: 
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to obey t. It is his dactrine, and what be 
— lwnſelf, and dare, we be. offended I 
at ĩtꝰ We may poſſibly object againſt it in» MW 
deed, and our practice may induce us 0 
credit our own objections :: but this: will be 
no prejudice againſt an expreſs. law 1 of 
Cur1sT, a clear Duty of the Goſpel; | And i 
that what J am ſpeaking of is ſuch, and 
comes under this explication of ĩt which. l 
base given, we have as full and expre N 
thority of Cux ler and his Apoſtles to prove 
as we have for any thing ele, . Reſiſt u 
* evil, ſays our bleſſed Saviour. Bleſs then 
that curſe you, and Dy for than in | 
„ deſpitefully uſe you, and you | 
* Render not evil for evil, — 
« railing,; but ſe bleſſing,” ſays the 
Apoſtle. Belides many. other pallages to the 
ſame effect, all which, e 
dit any injurious return under the ſeucaeſ 
pry ELL. on e, ee pO 
An cin 1 & 149; 
And 3 ie db 
becauſe Vengeance is a right that Gon A. 
mighty has reſerved only to himſelf ; and 
therefore if we dars aſſume it we invade u 
property. {Nearly Belpyed, ma 
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poltle, avenge not yourſelves, but rather 5 

de place unte wrath 7 for Ven * 
ay, faith: the Lon.” | 
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We are indeed in many ee 

prevent or redreſs an injury, dut i none to 

return it; we are permitted to provide for 

our own good; and when provided fo? to 

uſe all proper methods to preſerve it; me- 

thods that may be put in enecution Without 

any the leaſt violation of the Jaws of "Gov; 

or  contradifion I ISP 4 mec, 


rene Neither c 

— ro Carer ann 80 5 
go not beyund theſe Rules. If when we 
ſeek oni to repair an Injury, without con- 
ceiving any euil towards our neighbor; with- 
out having any particular regard to the prin- 
ciples or motives | whence the Injuries pro- 
ceeded : neither will} aur conſcienwe zecuſe - 
us of having devĩated from the known Rules = 


of our profeſſion, nor our fellow-crearures = 


condemn us for having been too forward. 
too rigorous ot ſctert in dur demands of + 

Juſtice. For the formal reaſom of an in- 
jury lies in this, . eee man con- 
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action ; hut he that intends- merely to right 


and defend bimſelf, if che cauſe be/ſuflicient 


to warrant ſuch an intention, may do ſo 


very lawfully, and ""_ 2 W 


| ers to _ one. 


"hs is true Indenduacier wes's (Lig 
nience, nay perhaps his ruin, may follow | 


upon the reparation. of the damage I ſuſfer 


by him. But upon a ſuppoſition that the 
loſs and miſchief I muſt otherwiſe lie under. 


if I do not maintain or recover my right be 
very conſiderable, though the ruin of my 


Aae ſhould follow, it is not my fault, 


becauſe ĩt was not in my deſign, and I ſhould 
rather have choſen, if poſſible, to have ſe- 


cured myſelf. without the trouble or hazard | 


of my neighbor. 80 that though the evils 
my adverſary ſuffers” be indeed e bas 
quence of my action, yet 2 do nat come 
under the nature and notion of an injury 
from N Dane ner were not .o ibtendel. 
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17 the- Funny indeed and inconvenience | 
my neighbor: receives by my action, in pur: 
ſuance of: my right, does exceedingly or- 
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by the reparation, rutia 
meren this caſe, = _ we 
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The let Dothefi: pro Bcient 
ploded bit the whole tenor of . 
And therefo, 3 = en men. 125 it, ab in | 
ſome caſes they do very warmly, - wy 


venge eyer_was and is ſtill a right and prin- 
ciple of; human Nature ; however it 1s.now _ 
bound up and reſtrained by the laws f . 
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And though we tannot ſay: this uns the g 
neral opinion of thoſe times, yet even thai 
who had made the fartheſt Inquities in 
the nature of Forgiveneſs, even ſo far n 
conclude it a kind of Duty, and fit for ſain 
_ reaſons to be obſerved, do yet give in (0d 
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: * hence therefore I ſhall | 
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ter direction. e may not impoſe upon 
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opportunity hall . the fiery coals of 
* a ſhew tl 


ious ther —— be 
when we have been fo. good as 0 T0T | 
Injury, and to forgive it in ſuch 2 tc per as 
WW xo t, — our . 


r r n 


— : 1 Ce * N 2 
_ AC: IT OR W rr — 9 Fir . — 1 N 
- 6 oe Albee bo bd 2 8 3 8 3 3 


n — r 
erer — LY TICS 
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55 ud cnire-difpolion' and by frequent 
and habitual acts of Charity and Mercy u 


render ourſebves, as jt were, incapable tithe 


of cauſing or returning Injuries. In ibis 


bleſſed Loxp und Maſter, who bore the te · 
peated oontumelies of the Jews with the 
ſame eaſy, calm and unruffled mind. 'Why 
always had it in his power to revenge in 
affronte that were offered him,- yet wou 


tice accord with bur profeſſion; ani Mh 


_. an influence would fuch a behaviour nn 


upon the minds of thoſe' whothave not d 
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* heavenly Father do alſo unto you i. chat 
is, deliver us over to con- dn, i ye 


from your bearts forgive not every one 


2 his Brother their treſpaſſes!? What er- 
cuſes men can form, or what hopes of par- 
don they can entertain for the breach of ſo 
elear, ſo explicit a precept, I cannot ima- 
gine. Ignorance, I am ſure, they cannot 
plead, where every thing relating to this 


do not — ohr enemy ns we 1 0 
though we abſtain from any injurious acts 
towards him, if yet we take a pleaſure in 
his misfortunes, and rejoice when calamities 
befal him. For next to the doing miſchief 
ourſelves, there is no more certain indication 
of a baſe, in ed, , cankered ſpirit, than 


torejoieinthetileoplaof evils cormng on him 
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it is. a great fin ſo to do, and will e 


think that Heaven has at laſt und th 
wretch out, and that Vengeance hat a 


and rejoicing to ſee. the decrees of Heayen 


But this behaviour, however we. may. inter- 
pPret it, or whatever influence it may have 


of an uncharitable unchriſtian temper. Goo 


violstien of Their, Charity. And if dhe 
can purchaſe a little ill- natured pleaſure, at 
ſo gear a rate as that, they may at length find 


me bein gall teak 
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that if my enemy comes to ſuffer without 
X aut, if I am altogether ignorant or un. 
alfiſting in the misfortunes that befal him, 
if the hand of Providenee ſhould. ſtrike him, 


or the conſequences, of. his own, folly 770 
take him, may 1 not then ſolace n 


length oyertaken him? For this, ſay, they, 
is only giving into the iſſaes of Providence 


ſo duly directed, and ſo. juſtly,;execy 


upon the minds of men, is only the ef 


Almighty has commanded, and our Rel 
gion 1 from us a quite different beh 
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ſnould endeavor” 40 eaſe, end nat amen 
in his misfortunes-. R J 1 

” lomon, when thine enemy follethy mor Jeb 
« thine heart be glad when he ſtutnbleth-⸗ 
* leſt the Loxp ſee it, and it diſpleaſeth him, 
« and he turn away” his wrath fret Him.“ 
This, we ſes, was contrary tothe very Cha- 

rity of a Jew ; and how then can we think 
it conſiſtent” A 
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— from ainſibpotchetrſion probably: of 
being thought indecent” or offenſive; yev if, 
when an opportunity offers of doing him an 
injury, and that fo ſecretly; as he mall ne- 
ver know it, we ſhall cloſe in wire ie; it i 
certain our Charity was never well | 
ed; and that our pretended aſſoction, W Ʒs 
nothing more than a ceremonious preface to 
mtrodizes our ——— 1 — his | 
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not juſtiy ſuppoſe Gon to cake up the like 
with that recorded in the fifty 

frond Pim, where hel David propheti- 
cally foretels in the perſon of Dag che R. 
domite, the ſevere puniſhment due to this fin; / 
offence in the fourth and fifth verſta, the 
econeludes, Therefore ſhall Gop deſtroy 
= thee for ever; he ſhall take thee and pluck 
*:thee out of thy dwelling, «nd root tin 
- ®; 0 N p- nnn 1 0 
N 131 2 n 
No one, c chat A nds 
leaſt apprchenſion of the conſequenoe of 
uch actions, can, without a ſecret horror, 
sead this fovere denundiation, much more 
affend againſt it. And therefore he that 
has onee taken this method, he who has 
heretofore imaginod miſchief in this heart, 
2 n 
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* evil e 
* ungodly works with the men that — 
© wickedneſs.* Let him, whenever he is 
tempted to return an Injury, though in the 
molt ſecret manner, and under the extremeſt 
provocation, aſk himſelf the ſame queſtion 
with that of Joſeph, © How ſhall I do this 
great wickedneſs, n in againſt Gon t- 
And I make no d ubt bat the ſame Gon, 
that impowered the ane to refiſt the tempta- 
tion, will alſo make a way for the other to 
eſcape. Beſides, this will be ſuch an evi- 
dence to ourſelves that we are ſincere in our 
Religion, as will ſtrike us with ſuch a ſecret 
comfort, that none bur Goo an ens: own ! 
fouls will be conſciqus.of. „ 4hrv e 
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| Behold the courage and confidence. of. this 
moſt zealous Apoſtle z he commits himſelf 
to the rage and power of the waves under a 
full aſſurance of our bleſſed Saviour's ability 
to preſerve him, the ſtormy winds in a great 
meaſure foil his attempt, and render his 

| m to J=svs difficult and dangerous: 
ill at length, though within the reach af 
Omnipotence, beginning to ſink, he cries, 
Loxp, ſaue me.“ What an amaaing in- 
mce of timidity in the execution of 
ommiſſion of his Loxp and Maſter? Be. 
auſe he could not as ghd im th aſe 


range — — fr 1 of | 
o implore the immediate aſſiſtance of him by 
whoſe inen 
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„Lame to walk, and the Dumb d ſp 
_ © and even raiſed the Dead,“ was\now un 
able to exert his Omnipotence to e T1 
bis favorite Diſciple from * e boiſterva 
men the waves. 4 
; cold: abt Ts - 
But the truth wan the kent of eur be 
e Miracles was quite buried under * 
apprehenſion of bis preſent danger g 
Cowardice, or Diffidence rather, was fu 
that it got the maſtery over his Faith unf 
Reſolution and what ſhould have been hi 
main ſupport, nom forſook him in / this tis 
of extremity.” But this is not the only A 
tante of Peter's weakneſs and ire 
There is ſuch a eriminal account of d 
2 in ene 
—— Immer Chriſtian with d 
abhorrence and deteſtation. And thought 
was appriſed of this terrible event thejeves 
nne deore then iche Shepherd f 
We! prone. eee 
ing-tfearkeſmeſs: and real for his Lord a5 
Maſter, that he dedared,” rough all u 
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* would: he never be offended ; and that he 
* was ready and willing to go with him 
* both to priſon and to death.“ How 
punctually he executed theſe heroic reſolu- 
tions, we are eee mug 
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gene wag er 26th 4. 
As to his We at ee of * tour 
Loxp's apprehenſion, (ſetting aſicle his in- 
W diſcreet zeal in the uſe of the ſword) it was 
exactly the ſame with the other Diſciples; 
* for they all, without exception, forivok 


Mark that Peter ſoon returned; and fol- 
* lowed him at! ſome diſtance to this Palace 
* of the High- Prieſt; to obſerve the end.” 
And this — ty proved the very cauie of 
the denial of — . 
the ſame time very flagrantly- expoſed the 
ſincerity of his reſolutio of goingowith 
him to priſon and to death. Forthough | 
be had the landable intrepidiry' 60 follow . 
him, and mix am ho.apprehenc 

ed him, yet he had —— 


that he was his Diſciple. 80 far from it, 
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that he did dor ſeruple "10 ant? hi ne. . 
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cence by pleading an utter — 
with, and ignorance of his perſon. And 
though he was confronted by a ſecond evi- 
dence; that was in the garden of Gedh/emuny 
and ſaw him with our Saviour at the um 
of his apprehenſion, yet ſuch was his ch. 
ardice, that he actually averred he was fo 
far from being a Diſciple, that he was quite 
at a loſs to underſtand of whom he ſpake 
He was challenged a third time upon ty 
ſingle circumſtance of his country; 
thou art one of them, for thou art 26. 
* lilkan, and thy ſpeech agreeth thereto!) 
But all to no purpoſe; nothing could ea. 
tort from him a confeſſion that he had bee 
with Jxsus. Thus he perſevered in an ob- 
the crowing of the Cock, and a Lock fron 
our bleſſed Saviour, put him upon-a-recol- 
lection of what he had been doing) nd 
him truly ſenſible of his paſt guiltꝭ and 
8 obliged bim to make the ;beſt-Atohement 
Expiation he was able, by a ſinoere Re 
pentance and Humiliation: he went ou 
9 Ii eee IR 12 1 hr "ors Of BON 
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count of the conduct and character of Peter 
is, that we ſhould not confide too much in 
our own ſtrength and abilities; without con- 
ſidering at the ſame time the frailties and . 
imperfections of our nature. That we 
ſhould be cautious in engaging in any enter- | 
priſe, before we have conſidered - whether 
we are duly qualified to eonduct it to an 


never betray us into raſh vows or promiſes, 
which are either beyond our ability to per- 
form, of not in the leaſt warranted by Scrip- 
ture. That we ſhould always be diligent 
and circumſpect in our Duty ; ever ready 
to oppoſe any attempts that ſhall be made 
upon us by the Enemy of our ſalvation, as 
well as willing to execute what is command- 
ed by our Lord and Maſter. In a word, 
to be careful not to ſuffer our zeal to get the 
better of our underſtanding,” but ſo to mo- 
derate our paſſions, as to make them ſubſer- = 
vient to the great ends of Religion, the 
Glory of Gop, and the Happingſs of Men. 
Theſe are the leſſoris 
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would now inculcate 
from the words before us. And becauſe 
they afford us a ſhort hiſtory of the weak - 
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happy execution. That our zeal. ſhould 


neſs and frailty of a favorite orcas · 
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of the petition in the Text, ® Lang if it} 


| 7 it; when he ſaw the winds boiſterow 
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We that how odd and extravagant ſoever 
this requeſt may at firſt ſight 
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ſhall, for our ee er ber . 
anne ee * 

-- Confider, in the. jirf 1 2-66 Gil 
dente ama bearable the natur 


n be: thou; bid me come unto thee out 
water. wh pep 


Sanna . 0 
wherein Peter came to err in the executiou 


© he was afraid, and beginning 1 1 | 
11 * cried, Lok, ſave me.“ And thanks 


EE 


mch 1 ſhall Sowa an ieee Ss 


85 2 
: 9 FL IE Re 1 ; 
te FLATS \ | 


Firf Fa” RS abi the due 
is e m | 5 0 41.7 4th 


2 Avi nete may hy een to 1 no- 


ſeem in the 
mouth of Peter, conſidering the hurry, and 
E manner in — it was ef. 


EA * 
* 

bt 

A 


On MATT. XIV. 2 29, 30. 183 . 


it wil yet be difficult to charge it. with . 5 
of addreſs, or that neceſſary Wecautmion - 
which ſhould neee e eee this 
nature. The Perſon he applies himſelf to, 
who was no leſs than Gon manifeſt in the 

© fleſh,* he addreſſes by a title ſuitable and 
peculiar to his dignity. In the next place, 

he does not venture to embark in this enter- 
priſe before he was aſſured that it was 

| Cyx1sT himſelf, and had obtained his ſpe- 
cial conſent - and approbation. Logo, if 
it be thou, bid me come unto thee upon 
* the water. And he faid, Come.“ It is very | 
poſlible that other eee eee fa- 
vored by our bleſſed Lon in fo 
a manner as Peter was, might have run 3 
greater exceſſes, and not have been ſo deli- 
berate and cireumſpect in their addreſſes as 
he appears to have been in this. To reflect 
only on the lowneſs of life, and the meanneſs 
of occupation from which he was raiſed, to 
be a Diſciple and Companion of the great 
Gop of Heaven and Earth, 
vated ſome, leſs humble than himſelf, to 
have conceived ſo highly of their own excel- 


r 


lencies, that it was hardly Poffible for them 4 


to err or do amiſs. For it is very obſerva - . 
N 4 ble, 
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ble in common life, that where e 
is admitted to a more than uſual confidence 
with a Superior, he is not only apt to con. 
ceive more highly of himſelf than he ough 
but to domineer and tyranniſe oper l 
\ equals, and in time likewiſe to leſſen his . 
ſpect towards him who was the ſole cauſe u 
his elevation. This is what we ſe too fre 
quently verified in practice to need a pro 
This therefore is a charge by no mean 0 
be imputed to Peter. He does not a 0 
ſhew any manner of want of reſpect ti ou 
bleſſed Lonp in this petition ; ſo far from 
it, that his forward zeal prompts, him to be 
the firſt and foremoſt in putting it in execu- 
tion. And really conſidering the particular 
intimacy there was between our bleſſed Lox 
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| and Peter, and how lately he had been fi. 

I; voured with the ſight of a Miracle; there i 
[ nothing either unnatural or ſurpriſing in 

| this behavior. Common gratitude oblige 


thoſe who have received extraordinary and 
unexpected favors to be careful to make 
ſuitable returns. And we find that Petr 
was ſo ſenſible of this, that his zeal ſpurred 
him on, by our Loroy's permiſſion, to ſhe 
this reſpe& by meeting him on the . 
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80 that I think there can be nothing n . 
nal laid to his charge with regard to the re- 


queſt itſelf. Nay, our bleſſed Lonp's ap- 
probation of it i: that beyond, all diſpute. 


But here i it may be objected, 5 * pur- 
poſe. was this mighty ſhew of zeal? And 
what reaſon, had le, above the other Diſci- 


ples, to engage in ſo hazardous an enter- 


priſe? Would he have been deemed the leaſt 


culpable if he had tarried on board with the 
reſt of his companions till our Saviour came 
up with them ? . Would not the circumſtance 
of his confinement, and the nature of the 


element on which he then was, have been 


very reaſonable excuſes for his continuatice 
in the veſſel in which (conſidering the con- 
trariety of winds and the tumultuous ſea) 


they muſt n their utmoſt * and! 5 
_ ? 8 


But 20. off theſe objeftions it wil in not bs . 


very difficult to reply. As to the extraor- 


dinary zeal of Peter, ſo far beyond that . 
the other Diſci ples, there is nothing in the 


leaſt 7 or ſurpriſing in it. Amongſt 
men there is as great a difference of br 
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as there is hf " 
and complexions. Perſons of "cool | 

and deliberate minds are ſcarce ever knoꝶ 
* to diſcover any viſible eagerneſs, let the at 
. r in view be ever ſo conſid 0 
: . fills them wich apprehenſion that their 
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fruſtrated or attended withbad can ences, 
and fo all their hopes of ſucceſs end in dif 
appointment. And if this is the caſe, where | 
there is no reaſonable ground for fear or f. 
licitude, it can ſcarce be thought that fuck/ 
men could ever be brought to embark in 1 

deſign attended with any viſible markb of 
difficulty and danger. This might be che 
f reafon why Peter's companions, who had 
2 | © been toiling all the night in a boiſterousks } 
and were but too apprehenſive of their dan- 
ger, did not diſcover any particular joy at 
the fight of our Saviour ; however, they 
| were very far from exerting | their zeal : as he 
did, by offering to meet him on the water. | 

© So far from it, that their own ſuggeſtion 
mn added to the fear of the tempeſt, for, in- 
| |  S_— ſtead of a Savior, they fancied they ſaw 1 
[| Spitit, to whom very probably they _ 
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readily impute their paſt and prefent diſtreſs.” | 


For as it is very natural for people in jeo- 
pardy to uſe their utmoſt caution and vigi- 
lance in order to their own ſafety and pre- 
ſervation, ſo it is as natural for them to be 
diſcouraged, nay / terrified and affrighted, 

upon the fight of any thing unuſual and 
extraordinary. However, to men in theſe 
circumſtances there always will be a remark- 


able difference with regard to theit courage 


and reſolution. This is particularly ob- 
ſerved in the behavior of Peter; the toil of 
the night, and the danger of the tempeſt, 
was quite loſt in the tranſport of joy he was 
in upon the fight of ous Saviour; and ſo 
great was his zeal, that nothing would ſervo 
but he muſt go and meet him on the water; 
whilſt his other companions had ſcarce re- 


covered themſelves from their fear nd con- 


ſternation. 


This objection Wee 1 | 


Peter's not obſerving the ſame | 
conduct with the other Diſciples, if we re- 


flect only on the different tempers and com- 1 


plexions of men, the variety of paſſions by ft 
which their behavior and actions are influ- 
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conſiſts in a fervent deſire of pleaſ 


85 Lonp, ſave me.“ 


ücipated in the preface to this Die 
However, as it will be; of. ſingular; ſerviee® 
to every one of us to be acquaint Wit 


i ee to what he has commanded „ and un g 


petition itſelf. I ſhall now NE the 
ſecumd place, To ſhew how and wherein Fus 
. came to err, in the execution of it. 

” when he ſawy the wind bot 5 „he un 4 
afraid, and beginning it to fink, Fe 1 
ITS nt ew 
11 bem A 
. 2 oy 


377 i ite N o 1 10 n 


„bie insel d es in a 


our OWN. ſtrength, and how far our courage” ; 
and reſolution: may be able to ſupport us i in 
the day of Adverſity: I hope it will at be 
deemed impertinent or unſeaſonable, iff 
ſhould endeavor to deſcribe what a true 6 
quaintance with 257, we ſhall never be ae 
to form a true judgment of our own,aQions A 
or whether--we;behave conſiſtently with i 
juſt marks-and characters of it. 1 Weisen ; 
el een nag o tonne ban foo el ly 

„Nor a true religious Seal, cl muſt 1 
always be grounded upon a 'fincere, Faith: | 


and promoting his Glory, * a tedfaſt obe- 4 


hearty | 


; 


of a Chriſtian's 5 How : 
rection to our comfort in this life, and hap- | 
pineſs in the next, ALE EI 
rr miſtaken, by the zenerality of manki 
', nc: be attributed | to. no 255 eau ; 
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dinary a perſon, as lefi the 
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55 e World to doubt of of his bein {a 
it 1 elega gant | xprefled in Scl tare) 
a [the Br 158 F'Gov's Gier; And 
ext preſs [mag ze of his Perſon f, ei 
word I. de Corse And Fot 1 an e 
Power, Wiſdom, And Gocd ne, 80 
ſo full and clear a teſtimony of our” Lonph 
vi nty ' muſt ſerve very muck” fo conf | 
the 541 al ith of Peter, and conſeqy eritly Br. 
a very A0 4 ggravation of his feat u 
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there wa a geigning. prejudice. which. hen ag 
well as the whole Nation; of the Javs.had 
long entertaimed,:;.thati when. the. Meſhah | 
came, he was to he an ynjverial;Conquaraty 
amighty, King. Upon chig perſuaſigg f * 
2s 2 favorite Companian and  Dikkiple 
the Meſſah. wuightt flatter: himſelf jh e 
expectation ofi being raiſet to ſome eminent 
degree of temporal! Greatnels. /. And: the 
bope of: this eleuation migbt induoe him ta 
exert himſelf ain thoſe ſuperior inſtanceã of 
zeal to the other Diſciples. As to gr Res 
deemer's external appearande being no na 
anſwerable to ſuch ah ex pettation, 

was under any diſappointment! ay 20: 'that - 
particular circumſtance, yet 'that might be. 
ealily recondited-by Thetxtruerdinary Power 
where with he Was veſted''®*Thoug hi. de did 
not appear in # rein idnner er r 
bis Banners with offers" of temporal Re- 
wards; yet he came With fte Rroright / 
eidences of "a Divine Miſſion, of a Divite 
Authority! This ndifebnecytion” thetefore 
with regard to otir Bond . | 
abundaitly: mude uß by ade ſüper iger 
— er. ls Miractes were 
A to raiſe *the * attentöf U 
0 12 mankind vw. 
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mankind; and, zn the opinion c Pl | 
to gairytheir admiration and eſteem Þ fir 
that hen he ſhould think fit te declare 
himſelf their Savicur and Deliverer, 
would all be very ready to cel chem 
as Subjetts, and ſubmit to his de 
This appears to have been Peter 's'firin' oft 
nion of our bleſſed Loxp's Miſſion and Ai 
thority! And though he had been ſeverdy 
reprimanded by him: for entertaining wud 
notions, yet he could not believe bete u 
even after our bleſſed Lon Ws a apprehend 
edʒ ar his curioſity would never haut d 
ried: him fo far 28 . to the Een Pre 

1 palace to ſee e a 1 e e 
ad ien 78017 e 5. e 
Fram this vain and 't ita 
we, may juſtly; attribate not-oply that pan 
cular inſtance of diffidence'in wats =. ba 
all, the.:cximinal part of this A 8 
Vor: For when men come 0 E terta 


be arr i of cx drm | 
of this life, and make them the chief oeh ne 
of their purſuit, it is impoſſihle that d fro 
true life or-feryor of Religion Maul, = 
itſelf z there being ſuch a direct * 
bsteregg the "OG of the one, on, av thei Na 
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( tercfts of the other. \Had;this Apoſtle been 
8 duly attentive to ban pen ot out Savient 

Wy Doctrine, Which recon , 
n Contempt of the World, andthe Ihe. ute 
10 noſt proper for his followers; 
be thoughts of temporal Grandeur mould 
ot have diſturbed him, eſpecially at a time 
1 when he was executing a commiſſion of his 
th Lord and Maſter. ; The pleaſing conſciouſ- 
* nels that what he was then doing was in obe- 
iſ dience to a command of his Saviour, would 
„ bave vanquiſhed the terrors of the dens 
n nent danger, of a ſafe and ſpeedy deliver- 
. Wance. So that to whatever cauſe we impute 


the motive of his ſingular zeal, yet, think, 
we may, juſtly. attribute all the fear and 
cowardice ſubſequent to it, to the falſe no- 
tions he had conceived of 1 
office of ae 1 es ME, 


1 ſhall therefore now pr xceed, "inthe i 

and laft place, To.draw an Inference ne 
from an weed nen. and fo conglude. . 
Lot 11 Wo boon = i video Sic 
| then, we may l learn from he 
tehavide af, this Apoſtle, never e 
in any enterpriſe, when we are conſcious | 
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1 not qualified to ane 
There is ſcarce any one that is ſo nee. 
quainted with himſelf, as not to be a prety 
good judge of lis own abilities. | 
how far the ſtrength and agility of His Body 
il carry Rien; and hkewiſe how much he 
may depend upon the vigor and integrity 
of his Underſtanding. This intimacy, thaw 
fore; us it furniſhes a man with a dae an 
proper intelligence of himſelf with "regard 
to cis out wurd conduct, ſo it muſt render 
him mean and deſpicable whenever he tri 
foends the limits of it, by attempting hit 
he has not power to perform. This i 
obſervation too frequently to be met with in 
ſecular life. But it is of a more fatal con- 
ſequence when it happens to attempt impolſ- 
_ bilities in religious concerns. For there 
mind thus principled (as, Gop knows, for 
want of a better information in Vine 
and Religion, there are too many in the 
world) is too apt to adhere to its O ſenti- 
ments, and depend too much upon its on 
due Sete. Hence the Severities of 'Relſpion 
are eaſily diſpenſed with by ſuch, perſons, 
ald Faith, the true ground of our jerſeve- 
ral m che Dates of Chuifti A - [ 
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nought, and human Fallibility, the natural = 
effect of corrupt and reprobate minds, is ſat 


their errors, and chooſe, rather than admit 
the leaſt confutation, to run into the greateſt 
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js more than proof agauſt all the af 


men, or the craft and malice of dhe Dori. 


He can bid defiante to the * 


menaces, or the moſt inviting yen 


of the one, 1 ntre; 


445: 4 


"tread the other under hisfeet.” 


of 43 10 Ws 


But this, Sat it may a, Gai is 2. 


ſcription, an Inſtance of Virtue, very-rare- 
1 to be met with; and fo may be/I6okel 
upon as deſigned only to excite our imitation 
But it is ſo neceſſary, ſo indiſpenſable an er 


4 vors to copy after it, we ſhalt be found 
| miſerably deficient both in our Duty to God, 
as well as in that wee owe to err 


* In order therefore to wean He from 
an immoderate eſteem or love of the world 
we ſhould do well at all times to confider 
the ſhortneſs of this life, and the nature of 
its enjoyments ; the great end of our conti 
nuance in this Rate of Probatioh, and the 
- exquiſite happineſs or miſery that will await 
our good or bad behavior in another 
And theſe refle&tions, if duly attended wo, 

will greatly influence 0 our — in * 
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